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suprem
e Being 

Key h
istorical Figure

teachings on Christ
h

oly W
ritings

salvation
life after d

eath

One God, revealed and 
experienced as three 

Persons (Trinity): Father, 
Son, Holy Spirit.

Muslims believe that 
there is one and only one 
God, who has no equals 

and no partners.

Monotheistic, Personal, 
Deliverer

God the Father an ex-
alted man with physical 

body

Jehovah, Unitarian view None Polytheism; Major Triad: 
Brahma, Shiva, Vishnu

Southern: irrelevant 
Northern: Buddhahood

Jesus Muhammad Abraham, Moses Joseph Smith Jr Charles Taze Russell None None Gautama

One divine person, 
eternal, with two natures, 

divine and human.

Muslims believe Jesus 
was a non-eternal, cre-
ated human being and 

was a great prophet.

Most: rabbi, not Messiah 
Some: Redeemer of 

Gentiles

Jesus is the spiritual and 
physical offspring of God 

by procreation. Jesus’ 
death guarantees im-

mortality to all regardless 
of faith, but atonement 
must be completed by 

works

Stages of Existence: 1. 
Archangel Michael 2. Je-

sus, perfect man, became 
Messiah at baptism; 3. Af-
ter spiritual resurrection, 
became Michael again.

A man, a historical 
(though possibly mythi-
cal) figure who lived and 
taught in 1st Century Pal-
estine and was crucified 
and killed by the Roman 

Empire.

Incarnation of God (ava-
tar) One among many; 

not unique

A teacher who may pos-
sess Buddahood. One 

among many

The Bible The Quran (Koran) Hebrew Bible (tanach), 
Torah,

Prophets, writings

Bible (except errors); 
Book of Mormon; 

Doctrine and Covenants; 
Pearl of Great Price. Also 
revelations of prophets

Bible (New World transla-
tion of Holy Scriptures) 
as interpreted by Watch 

Tower Society

None Vedas, Upanishads epids, 
Puranas

Sutras

Humans beings cannot 
save themselves or work 

their way into heaven 
(Ephesians 2:8-9). 

Salvation is God’s free 
gift  through faith in 

Jesus Christ

Works of repentance and 
submission to Allah are shown 

through the five pillars of Islam: 
perfect faith, prayer, almsgiv-

ing, fasting and pilgrimage 
(haj) to Mecca. Ultimately who 
is saved or not saved is Allah’s 

decision. Martyrdom is the only 
assurance of reaching paradise.

Repentance
Trust in God
Obedience

Exaltation or godhood 
through obedience to Mor-
mon teachings; repentance, 
faith, baptism, priesthood, 

endowments, celestial 
marriage, faithful tithing. 

Baptism for dead saves some 
non-Mormons

Faith in Jehovah plus 
works (baptism, moral 

life, faithfulness in King-
dom Hall activities)

There is no need for 
salvation.  Each person 
determines their own 

fate.

Liberation of soul from 
cycles of reincarnation in 

physical body through 
knowledge, works, or 
love and devotion of 
chosen deity (yoga)

Perceive truth in four 
“Noble Truths,” follow 
Eight-Fold Path the 

middle way.
Northern: includes faith 

in the Buddha

Eternal communion with 
God (heaven); or eternal 

separation from God 
(hell). 

Paradise (gardens where 
there will be eternal 

security, fruit and drink 
and chaste women are 

provided); or Hell (eternal 
torture). 

Range of views:
1. Reward or 
punishment in 
heaven or hell
2. Vagueness
3. Afterlife denied

One of three kingdoms:
1. Celestial—(renewed 

earth) where men 
become gods or angels 
2. Terrestrial—planet for 
righteous non-Mormons 

3. Telestial—planet for 
wicked 

144,000 elect reign with 
Christ in Kingdom of God 

(heaven). Other JWs on 
glorified paradise earth. 
Annihilation for all who 

reject Jehovah.

There is no life after death.  
There is no soul. Con-

sciousness is a by-product 
of the human brain. We 
live in a universe where 
humans and animals all 

live and die in accordance 
with natural laws.

Cycles of reincarnation 
until union with/reab-

sorption of soul into God

Southern: Dissolution at 
death, no continuing life.

Northern: Pure Land


