
CITYGROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
 

                                             
 

Fall Week 5      
Week of Oct 8, 2017   
   

REMINDERS for leaders: 
  

Here’s a few reminders before you get going:  

•   VIDEO: Each week we will have a video for you to show at your group meeting. (Remember 
you will need to use your password) 

  
  

• Find an Apprentice or Co-Leader. Be ready to: Replace Yourself & Multiply. My challenge for 
EVERY group leader is to find someone you can teach about leading a group. Ever since Jesus, 
the gospel has spread and churches have grown by individuals teaching others what they know. 
This will also free you up as you hand away responsibility.  

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
  

1. REDEMPTION GROUPS: (Kick-off this Sat. 10/14 & run Monday nights) Life is hard and we all 
need God's grace and healing in areas of our lives impacted by sin and suffering. Sign up for Fall 
Redemption Groups online this week at www.citychurchtallahassee.com/redemptiongroups  
 

2. LEADING OR HOSTING A NEW CITY GROUP: We are looking for 10 new City Group leaders and host 
homes on the East Side of town (for our East Campus). Contact Craig@cctally.com  

   

BIG IDEA(s):  
 
This week, we’ll focus on the Reformation doctrine of Sola Fide…Faith Alone. Luther passionately 
taught this doctrine and pressed it to the limit in his own life; when faced with his own wickedness. 
He also deeply struggled to reconcile Sola Fide with the idea that faith without works is dead (found 
in the book of James). So how do faith and works, function together? Help your group members 
learn that we come to Christ by grace, through faith in Jesus Christ alone; but saving faith always 
produces fruit. Faith works! 
 
PRAY: Ask the Lord to lead your group meeting, speak through the Scriptures and guiding 
conversations. 
 

READ:  Ephesians 2:8-9 & Romans 5:1-2 // James 2:14-20,26 
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HEAD (20 minutes)  
  

 WATCH THIS WEEK’S VIDEO 

Part 3 – Faith Alone 
 

1) Why do some people (or you) struggle with the concept of being saved by faith alone? 
(Rom. 3:27-28) (Some people view it as scandalous because it might give people an excuse to hypocritical living. On 

the other hand, others, from a legalistic background find it too simple and want a list of things to do or to boast about.)   

2) Luther had a hard time reconciling Paul and James (faith & works). Have group members 
read Romans 5:1-2 and Ephesians 2:8-9, followed by James 2:14-20, 26.   

• Why are Paul and James not contradictory? Explain how faith and works, function 
together?  

3) James said, “Even the demons believe…”(vs. 19). So, how is our faith different from a 
demon’s faith? (Demons believe in God and are theologically accurate, but their belief does not bring 

humility, submission, worship or repentance.)  

• What is ‘saving faith’ then? (Saving faith is NOT limited to understanding mere facts about God, it is 

active belief and life transforming trust in Christ, as your only hope of salvation. Justification is by faith alone, 
but not by a faith that is alone. Faith works! Faith that does not change our lives is not true faith.) 

• What can be troubling about the similarities between a demon’s faith and the faith of 
many Christians in our southern culture?  
   

HEART: (15 minutes)  
 

1) Do you struggle more with believing you are saved by faith alone or by trying to earn 
salvation? Why? (childhood, church experiences, personality etc.) 

2) What are some ways you’ve given in to temptation because you know you’ll be forgiven? 
How do you fight that temptation? 

   

HANDS (15 Minutes): 
 

1) Statistically, about ½ of all Tallahassee residents do not have saving faith in Christ alone. 
How does that statistic strike you? (Surprised or thankful that it’s so many or struck to the heart that 

every other person you meet would be going to hell if they died today. Both reactions are valuable.) 

• What are you going to do about it? What is one new way you could share the Gospel 
with someone this week? (*See ‘8 Easy Ways to be Missional’ below) 

PRAY: Take a few moments to share prayer requests and pray for one another and your lost 
friends. 



EXTRA RESOURCES:  

Tallahassee Polling Statistics: (Calculated by Craig from 2015 Census and SBC polling data)  
 
Tallahassee residents… 
 

• 46% believe good works get you into heaven (don’t get the gospel or salvation by faith 
alone) 

• 44% self identified as “non-born again” 

• Total: ~ 45%  (or about 1 in every 2 people we meet in our city) need to be reached w/ 
the Gospel and if they died today would likely be going to hell. 

NOTE: 90% of Tallahassee population identifies themselves as “Christian”  

----------------- 

8 Easy Ways To Be Missional (Summary) : (By Jonathan Dodson) 

…Mission should be the way we live, not something we add onto life: “As you go, make disciples.”; 
“Walk wisely towards outsiders”; “Let your speech always be seasoned with salt”; “be prepared to 
give a defense for your hope.” We can be missional in everyday ways without overloading our 
schedules. Here are a few suggestions: 
 

1. Eat with Non-Christians. We all eat three meals a day. Why not make a habit of sharing one of 

those meals with a non-Christian or with a family of non-Christians? 

2. Walk, Don’t Drive. If you live in a walkable area, make a practice of getting out and walking 
around your neighborhood, apartment complex, or campus and meet people. 

3. Be a Regular. Instead of hopping all over the city for gas, groceries, haircuts, eating out, and 
coffee, go to the same places. Get to know the staff. Go to the same places at the same times. Smile. 
Ask questions. Be a regular. 

4. Hobby with Non-Christians. Get out and do something you enjoy with others. Try City League 
sports. Local rowing and cycling teams. Share your hobby by teaching lessons. 

5. Talk to Your Co-workers. How hard is that? Take your breaks with intentionality. Go out with 
your team or task force after work. Show interest in your co-workers. Pick four and pray for them. 

6. Volunteer with Non-Profits. Find a non-profit in your part of the city and take Saturday a month 
to serve your city. Bring your neighbors, your friends, or your small group. Spend time with your 
church serving your city. Once a month. You can do it! 

7. Participate in City Events. Go to fundraisers, festivals, clean-ups, summer shows, and concerts. 
Strike up conversation. Study the culture. Reflect on what you see and hear. Pray for the city. Love the 
city. Participate with the city. 

8. Serve your Neighbors. Help a neighbor by weeding, mowing, building a cabinet, fixing a car.  
 
Don’t make the mistake of making “missional” another thing to add to your schedule. Instead, make 
your existing schedule missional. 

https://www.vergenetwork.org/2011/06/08/8-easy-ways-to-easily-be-missional/ 


