
WARREN WIERSBE ON HEBREWS 13 
Here we have the final appeals of this epistle. The writer has explained the doctrinal truths; now he closes 
with practical admonitions for all believers. Their enemies were saying, “If you stay true to Christ, you will 
lose everything—your friends, your material goods, your religious heritage in the temple, sacrifices, and 
priesthood!” But here, the writer points out that the believer loses nothing by trusting Christ. By faith, 
Christians turn their backs on the “religious systems” of this world (in this case Judaism) and fix their eyes and 
hearts on the true spiritual worship of God in Christ. Note in this chapter the spiritual blessings Christians 
have, though they may lose everything in this world. 

I .  A Spir i tua l  Fel lowship of Love (13:1–4) 

Love for God’s people is one of the marks of a true believer in Christ (John 13:35; 1 John 3:16; 1 Thes. 4:9, 
etc.). Christians are hated by the world (John 15:17–27) and need the mutual love of the saints for 
encouragement and strength. This love is expressed in practical ways, such as sympathizing with those in 
trials (v. 3, see 1 Cor. 12:26) and being hospitable. He refers to the visits of angels in the OT, to Abraham 
(Gen. 18), Gideon (Judges 6:11ff), and Manoah (Judges 13). Of course, true Christian love ought to be seen 
first in the home and family, so he warns about sexual sins that can destroy marriage. In this day when 
marriage vows are taken so lightly, we need to remember that God judges all immoral people, whether 
believers or unbelievers. 

I I .  Spir i tual  Treasures (13:5–6) 

It cost something to be a Christian in the first century. These people had suffered the plundering of their 
goods (10:34) and were paying a price for their testimony. How easy it is for Christians to be covetous and 
desire the things of the world (1 Tim. 6:6ff and Luke 12:15). “Be content!” is easy to read but difficult to 
practice. True contentment never comes from possessing many things; it comes when we rest our lives 
wholly on Christ. The writer quotes the OT promise that God gave to Moses (Deut. 31:6–8) and Joshua 
(Josh. 1:5) and applies it to God’s people today. Since Christ is always with us, we have all that we need! We 
need never desire any material thing (Phil. 4:19); we need never fear the attacks of people. Christ is our 
Helper; we need never fear (Ps. 118:6). When the children of God are in the will of God, obeying the 
Word of God, they will never lack anything and can never be harmed. This is a promise that we can count 
on. 

I I I .  Spir i tual  Food in the Word (13:7–10) 

There are three commandments in this chapter that refer to the local church and the place of the pastor and 
people: 

A. “Remember them which have the rule over you” (v. 7). 

He is probably referring to pastors who had led them but were now gone. Perhaps they had been 
martyred. “Have the rule” means “to lead”; the pastor is expected to be the spiritual leader of the flock. How 
does he lead? Through the Word of God, which is the spiritual food for God’s sheep. The believers are to 
follow the example of their faith, but the leaders are expected to point to Christ. Verses 7–8 should read: 
“… considering the end (purpose) of their behavior, which is Jesus Christ … “Pastors come and go, but 
Christ remains the same. 

B. “Obey them that have the rule over you” (v. 17). 

Christians are to submit to the Word of God as taught and lived by their spiritual leaders. It is a solemn thing 
to be a pastor entrusted with the watch for souls. The pastor must give an account of his ministry to the 
Lord; if his flock has disobeyed the Word, the sorrow will be theirs, not his. How important it is to respect 



pastoral leadership and submit to the Word of God. 

C. “Salute them that rule over you” (v. 24). 

The people should communicate with their leaders and be on “speaking terms” with them. It is a tragedy 
when Christians become angry and refuse to talk with their pastor. This is disobedience to the Word of 
God. 

Believers who do not feed on the Word will feed on “strange doctrines” (v. 9) and become “spiritually 
sick.” The only way to grow to maturity and be established is through the Word of God (Eph. 4:14ff, and see 
Heb. 5:11–14). Our hearts are established by grace, not by law or earthly religious systems. The Christian’s 
“altar” is Christ, the once-for-all sacrifice for sin; we feed on Him as we feed on His Word. Just as the OT 
priests ate the meat and grain from the sacrifices, so we feed on Christ, the living sacrifice. 

IV. Spir i tual  Sacr i f ices (13:11–16) 

In turning to Christ, these Hebrews lost the temple and its priesthood and sacrifices; but they gained in 
Christ far more than they lost. Christ rejected the temple and called it “a den of thieves”; and He rejected 
the city of Jerusalem by being crucified outside the gate (John 19:20). The writer compares Christ’s death to 
the burning of the sacrifices on the day of atonement (Lev. 16:27), since both suffered “outside the camp.” 
The readers were being tempted to go back to Judaism. “No,” admonishes the writer. “Instead of going 
back, go outside the camp and bear reproach with Christ!” You may summarize the two-fold message of 
Hebrews in the phrases “within the veil” (fellowship with Christ) and “without the camp” (witness for Christ). 
Believers look to no earthly city; they have a heavenly city awaiting them, as did the heroes of faith of old (v. 
14; Heb. 11:10; 12:27). 

As a kingdom of priests, Christians are to offer spiritual sacrifices (1 Peter 2:5). A spiritual sacrifice is 
something done or given in the name of Christ and for His glory. In v. 15, he states that praise is such a 
sacrifice; see Eph. 5:18–19, Pss. 27:6 and 69:30–31. Good works and sharing material blessings are also 
spiritual sacrifices (v. 16). Other spiritual sacrifices include the believer’s body (Rom. 12:1–2); offerings (Phil. 
4:18); prayer (Ps. 141:2); a broken heart (Ps. 51:17); and souls won to Christ (Rom. 15:16). 

V. Spir i tual  Power (13:17–24) 

The benediction of vv. 20–21 explains how the Christian is enabled to live for Christ in this wicked world: 
Christ works in us from His throne in heaven. There are three separate titles given to Christ, the Shepherd: 
(1) the Good Shepherd, who dies for the sheep—John 10:11 and Ps. 22; (2) the Great Shepherd, who 
perfects the sheep—Heb. 13:20–21 and Ps. 23; and (3) the Chief Shepherd, who will come for the 
sheep—1 Peter 5:4 and Ps. 24. Our High Priest is our Shepherd and Helper; He works in us and gives us 
the grace and power to live for Him and serve Him. 

“Make you perfect” is a theme of Hebrews; “let us go on unto perfection [maturity]” (6:1). Maturity does 
not come through our striving in our own strength; it comes as we allow Christ to work in us through the 
Word of God. This parallels Phil. 2:12–16 and Eph. 3:20–21. God cannot work through us until first He 
works in us, and He works in us through His Word (1 Thes. 2:13). 

The closing greetings show the love that bound believers together in the early church. The closing 
benediction of grace identifies Paul as the writer (compare 2 Thes. 3:17–18).1 
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