
CITYGROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
           

                       

    Summer Week 5 -(Ch. 5)                                      #CityGroupsTally 
   
    Week of July 2, 2017   
                
REMINDERS for leaders: 

 
Here are a few reminders before you get going: 

•   VIDEO: Each week we will have a video for you to show at your group meeting.  

• Find an Apprentice or Co-Leader. Be ready to: Replace Yourself & Multiply. My challenge for 
EVERY group leader is to find someone you can teach about leading a group. Ever since Jesus, 
the gospel has spread and churches have grown by individuals teaching others what they know. 
This will also free you up as you hand away responsibility.  

• Pray, Pray, Pray!  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

1. Summer Reading List: We’ve put together a list of great books that we recommend reading 
over the summer for your spiritual growth. Pick up your Summer Reading List Sunday morning 
at the Connect Desk. (Group Leaders, pick up a handful to give your group members this 
week).  
 

2. YOUTH CAMP: (July 20-23) Would your group like to help us serve our YOUTH team in reaching 
students with the gospel? Contact: Hunter@citychurchtallahassee.com  

 

BIG IDEA(s):  
 

Often times, we share the Gospel without giving people an opportunity to respond. Faith 
and Repentance are the right responses to the Gospel. They are two sides of the same coin. 
Jesus put it most succinctly, “…repent and believe in the good news!” (Mark 1:15) One of the 
clearest next steps in response to the Gospel is baptism. 
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PRAY: 
 
READ: Mark 1:14-15, Acts 26:15-20 
 

HEAD (20 minutes)  

 WATCH THIS WEEK’S VIDEO 

1) If you asked 5 random Tallahassee residents how to define ‘faith’, what kind of responses 
do you think you’d get?  

• How might their responses differ from how the Bible defines faith?  

2) What is faith? (Hebrews 11:1) Where does faith come from? (Eph. 2:8-9)  

• What are some reasons the doctrine of Sola Fide (Salvation by faith alone) might be 
controversial today?  

• How do faith & repentance work together in salvation? (Mark 1:14-15) 

3) What does it mean to repent? (To repent means turning from sin and even from ourselves, and turning to 

God. Literally – changing ones mind –metanoia. Thus it is a change of mind resulting in a change of action. From 
rejecting Christ to faith in Christ. From living for self to living for Christ.) 

• What is God’s role and what is our role in repentance? (God is the one who grants repentance 

(Acts 11:18 & John 6:44) and we are the ones who willingly turn from sin to Christ. (Luke 3-8-9)  
• What’s the danger of trying to turn away from sins without turning to God? 

• Why is it important to develop a lifestyle of continual faith & repentance?  
 

4) When sharing your faith with others, do you ever invite them to respond to the Gospel? 

(or ‘seal the deal’ so to speak?) Why or why not? When is this appropriate?  
 

HEART (15 minutes)  
 

1) Do you hate sin & fight against it or cherish it & defend it more often? 

2) What is one recent example of repentance in your life?  

• Are there any sins (or religious legalism) you need to repent of? (How can the group 
help with this?)  

HANDS (15 Minutes)  
 

1) BAPTISM is one of clearest responses to belief in the Gospel. (Acts 2:38)   

• What are you saying to others when you get baptized?  

• Why don't we re-baptize? Or baptize people every time they repent of sins? 

• What are some of the excuses you have heard others use for not getting baptized?  



• Is there anyone here who would like to get baptized? (You can sign up online at 

http://www.citychurchtallahassee.com/baptism ) 
PRAY: Take a few moments to share prayer requests and pray for one another and your lost friends. 

 

Commentary:  (For more insight into each verse & for hard questions)  

 

ACTS 26:14-21 

26:14 Only in this account of his conversion did Paul say the voice from heaven spoke to him in the 
Hebrew language. “Hebrew” may literally have been Aramaic, the common tongue of the first-century 
Jew. It is hard for you to kick against the goads probably meant that Paul should not resist the divine 
force that was moving him in a new direction. 

 
26:16-18 These three verses are not included in the accounts of Paul’s conversion in chapters 9 or 22, 
even though the mention of Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles was a message given to Ananias in 
Damascus (9:15; 22:15). Many scholars believe the essence of Paul’s mission to the Gentiles was 
revealed to him at the time of his conversion. 
 

26:19-21 I was not disobedient is a spectacular understatement in light of Paul’s faithfulness to God’s 
calling, even through remarkable hardships. Paul’s faithfulness to “the heavenly vision” (v. 19) was 
the very reason the Jews seized him and wanted him dead. 

 

EPHESIANS 2:8-9 

2:8-9 It’s too often typical for us humans to suppose that our actions can help earn our eternal life. 
Paul wrote that this is never true. But then he went on to explain the role that good works have in the 
life of those who are saved. Trusting wholly in God’s provision is the opposite of trusting in one’s own 
contribution to salvation. The whole of our redemption—past, present, and future—is God’s gift, by 
His initiative. For this reason, no one can boast about a personal contribution to salvation. Heaven will 
be filled with the praises of Christ’s glory and His works. No human display of works can compare to 
the riches of God’s grace toward those who once were dead in their sins but now are alive with Christ. 

 

ACTS 2:38-39 

2:38-39. Peter hesitated not a moment for the answer to their question, calling for repentance and 
baptism and offering forgiveness and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Repentance is not a new theme in the 
New Testament, having appeared in the ministry of John the Baptist (Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3) and in the 
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preaching of Jesus (Mark 1:15; Luke 13:3). The context shows “baptism” here refers to water, not the 
Holy Spirit. The gift of the Holy Spirit then became the seal of salvation. 


