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    Week 2 (Ch. 5 – Is  Ev i l  a Problem?)      #CityGroupsTally 
    Week of  June 12th,  2016                   
                   
REMINDERS for leaders: 

 
1) Welcome back! Remember these key reminders as you begin to meet again: 

• :  VIDEO: Each week we will have a video for you to show at your group meeting.  
• Test imony: Consider having someone share their ‘testimony’ with the group tonight or 

next week.(See Group Leader Handbook for more info on ‘testimonies’) 
• Group Sel f ie! :  Take a group picture & post it on social media with #citygroupstally 
• Find an Apprent ice or Co-Leader. Be ready to: Replace Yoursel f  & Mult ip ly.  

My challenge for EVERY group leader is to find someone you can teach about leading a group. 
Invest in one person the way you wish you could invest in everyone.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS before starting discussion: 
• Men’s Event:  Friday June 17th – If you are a man or know any men…come to the City 

Church Men’s Event featuring guest pastor Ted Traylor. (Dinner provided) Sign up at 
www.citychurchtallahassee.com/MEN 
 

• Service Project:  Come out as a group to FSU and help us reach out to students on Sat. 
June 25 from 9am-noon. For more details email Zach Allen at Zach@cctally.com  

 
• Phi l ippians Devot ional :  Remind everyone to about our Philippians Online Devotional as a 

resource for their personal growth. (Found under the “Grow” tab online) 
 
BIG IDEA(s):  
 
The most common and most powerful argument against God that we’ll encounter today is 
the problem of evil.  Questions like, “Why is God punishing me?”, “why do bad things 
happen to good people?” or “Where was God when…?” or “How could a good God…?” 
Every worldview must explain why evil exists, not just Christianity; and Christianity provides 
the best answer. The central question we are attempting to guide people through is, ‘If God 
is all good, and all powerful then why is there so much evil and suffering?’  
 



PRAY: Pray for your group’s gathering tonight. Pray for clarity, understanding, and that we would draw near to 
God through His Word and discussion on apologetics.  
 
READ: Job 7:20-21 // Job 40:1-9 // Job 42:1-6 
The Problem of Evil (20 minutes) 

1) In light of the recent shooting in Orlando this week, how have you been affected by such 
evil? How should we as Christians respond in situations like this? This week?  

2) What are some real life examples of how you’ve seen people either turn away from God 
or turn to God because of the evil they’ve seen or suffering they’ve experienced in life?  

: Watch this week’s video explaining the ‘Problem of Evil & the Moral Argument’  

3) Which worldviews need to provide an explanation for evil? Why? (All of them.)  

4) What assumptions do most people have when asking for an explanation for the problem 
of evil? (People usually have one of two false assumptions to evil/suffering… (1) Many Christians view it as some 
form of punishment from God like Job’s friends (2) and non-believers often use it to reject God’s existence).  

5) How does the Bible explain all the evil we experience? (Gen. 3:17-19 – Doctrine of Sin) 
 

The Moral Argument (15 minutes) 

1) How would you summarize the ‘Moral Argument’?  

• If God does not exist, then objective moral values do not exist. 
• Objective moral values do exist. 
• Therefore God does exist.  

2) How might the Moral Argument help you address the accusation that ‘God must not 
exist’? (In short, the fact that a doubter is questioning God’s goodness or existence stems from the assumption that there 
is right & wrong, justice & injustice that we all recognize intuitively. Where does that come from?)   

3) ROLE PLAY: Get in groups of three and have one person ask the question: “Do you believe 
morality exists?” Have one person answer “Yes” and the other “No” with supporting reasons. Then 
determine as a group how best to address each answer.  

• If ‘Yes’ – “Since you believe morality exists, what best explains the existence of moral values and your innate 
ability to know them? (God is the best explanation) 

• If ‘No’ – Use some examples of actions such as genocide, rape, murder, sex trafficking, the Crusades etc. to see 
if they’ll admit any of those are wrong. (What is the best explanation for why we all innately know these are wrong? 
God is the best answer).  
 

READ: Romans 3:3-8 // Romans 5:1-6 // Romans 8:28-30 // Romans 9:20-21 

ENCOURAGMENT FROM ROMANS (10 Minutes): 

1) Which verses above in Romans impact you the most when it comes to problem of evil and 
why? When is it appropriate and inappropriate to share these with others who are suffering?  

PRAY: Take a few moments to pray for Orlando and for wisdom to know how to speak redemptively to your lost friends 
and co-workers about this tragedy this week. 


