
CITYGROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
           

                         
 
    Summer Week 7 -(Ch. 7)       #CityGroupsTally    
    Week of July 16, 2017   
                
REMINDERS for leaders: 

 
Here’s a few reminders before you get going: 

• !  VIDEO: This week we have 2 videos and one group activity called the 
Gospel-One-Pager. . Be sure to show both videos in the correct order! (This will 
be familiar from our Group Leader training.) 

• Start th inking through FALL Plans: Will your group continue to meet as normal in the fall or 
will there be changes? Do you need to have any strategic conversations with an apprentice? Do you 
all need to multiply? Start praying talking with your group about the fall (Starting after Labor Day)   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

1. Adding a 3rd Sunday Service: Beginning Aug 27, we will launch a 3rd service on Sunday 
mornings. The new service times will be 8:15, 9:45 & 11:30am! Please inform your group of 
these changes and encourage group members to attend the early or late services.  
 

2. YOUTH CAMP: (July 20-23) would your group like to help us serve our YOUTH team in 
reaching students with the gospel? Contact: Hunter@citychurchtallahassee.com  
 

3. Connect 201 (Membership Class) would anyone like to become City Church members? (July 30) 
 

 
BIG IDEA(s):  
 
This week will be different! We’re showing two videos and saving 15 minutes at the 
end for the “Gospel One-Pager” activity. Resultantly, the discussion guide will have 
fewer questions. You will need a blank sheet of paper and a pen for each person in 
the group. Have fun with it and get creative! 



PRAY: 
 

READ: 1 Corinthians 1:20-25 & 2:1-5  
 

HEAD (20 minutes)  

! WATCH VIDEO - David Platt’s “Why People Don’t Make Disciples?”  

1) What struck you most from this video? What did you need to hear/apply and why?  

2) When was the last time you shared the Bible’s plan of salvation (gospel) with 
someone?  

• How did they respond?  
• What’s holding you back from sharing the gospel with people more frequently? 

(Fear, apathy, too busy, don’t know many non-believers etc.)  
 

HEART:  (15 minutes)  
 

1) 1 Corinthians 1:23 teaches that preaching, “Christ crucified” is a “stumbling block 
for the Jews and foolishness to the Gentiles.”  
 

• Why does the cross look foolish to others? (1 Cor. 1:20-25) 
• What are ways (or times) you are tempted to water down the Gospel? Why? (No 

matter how cool you try to be or how cool you try to make the gospel, once that we are saved by a crucified man who 
raised from the dead…coolness evaporates. At that point, you have the choice: Stand with Christ or deny him.)  
 

2) Read 1 Corinthians 2:1-5. What about Paul’s approach to evangelism do you find 
refreshing? Challenging?  

 

HANDS (15 Minutes): 

! WATCH VIDEO – Gospel-One-Pager 
 

1) Gospel-One-Pager Activity: (Make sure everyone has a blank sheet of paper and pen. This is intended 
to help each person develop an action plan to share the Gospel with others.)  

• Watch the video & do the One Pager activity together. 
• Share the results with another group member. (for insight & accountability) 
1. Question: What were your ‘take aways’ from this exercise?  
2. Question: What are some ways you could help another Christian grow as a 

disciple through this activity? Who is someone you could practice on this week?) 
 

PRAY: Take a few moments to share prayer requests and pray for one another and your lost friends. 



Commentary: 1 Cor 1:20-25 & 2:1-5 (For more insight into each verse & for hard questions) 
 
1 Cor 1:20-25 
 
1:22. The typical Jewish view in the first-century world was a division of people into two kinds: Jews and Greeks (that 
is, Gentiles). Paul followed these categories in this verse. His purpose was to illustrate the inadequacy of both systems 
of thought. The Jewish passion was for signs. Throughout Israelite history, God had provided signs through His 
messengers who represented Him. During Jesus’ ministry, the Jewish leadership demanded signs from Jesus to 
authenticate His claims. 
We have already mentioned the Greek love of philosophy or wisdom. Their culture was highly focused on learning 
and exploration. They produced advances in such areas as science, mathematics, and architecture. 
Again, the paradox was that both these views fell into a kind of idolatry. They could not deliver salvation from sin. 
Neither could they produce, in the Corinthians’ specific situation, a unified church. Both the Greek and Jewish 
worldviews focused on human achievement as the fountain of truth. 
 
1:23. When Paul preached in the city of Athens, the epicenter of Greek culture, his message to the philosophers 
there was focused on the inadequacy of idolatry, the coming judgment, and the resurrection of the dead (see Acts 
17:29-31). When he left Athens and came to Corinth, however, Paul determined that he would focus on Christ 
crucified. This new focus seems to have been a careful and intentional shift in emphasis (see 1 Cor. 2:1-2.) 
Without question, the gospel makes little sense from a worldly perspective. It was a stumbling block to the Jews 
because in their thinking the Messiah wasn’t supposed to die on a cross. It was foolishness to the Gentiles because it 
sounded hopelessly weak and illogical. 
 
1:24. Those who are called refers to people who have accepted God’s offer of salvation. It is the equivalent of “us 
who are being saved” in 1:18 and “those who believe” in 1:21. 
As noted earlier, at one time in his life Paul divided the world into Jews and Greeks. As a Christian, he used those 
designations only to emphasize their common need of salvation and the one way by which people in both groups 
could be saved. Differences among people such as ethnicity and social class are inconsequential compared to the 
fundamental spiritual need all individuals have. 
 
1:25. God’s working through the weak and scandalous illustrates an important point. If we were trying to accomplish 
something great, we would put forth our best example of power. When God accomplished something great, He did 
so by using an apparent defeat to bring about the greatest victory. His purpose was to illustrate human inadequacy. 
His foolishness and weakness transcend our wisdom and strength. 
 
1 Cor 2:1-5 
In verses 1-5, Paul distanced his motive, method, and message from those who enticed hearers with entertaining but 
empty words. While he denounced the self-seeking wisdom of the world, Paul highly valued and shared God’s 
wisdom. In 1:30, he defined God’s wisdom as Christ Jesus. In 2:6-10, Paul defined several elements of this Christ-
defined wisdom he taught and on which he relied. 

Verse 6. In verse 6, he shifted to the first-person plural, we, including himself along with the Corinthian believers. The 
Christ-centered wisdom of which he spoke, therefore, applies to the whole church as well as to Paul. Christ-centered 
wisdom is for the mature. These were the ones open to God’s Spirit and thus were enabled by Him to comprehend 
God’s wisdom. (In 2:6, the mature is probably synonymous with “the saved. “ Paul was contrasting saved and lost 
people, not discussing levels of spiritual maturity as in 3:1-4.) Paul stressed that only believers would understand and 
benefit from God’s wisdom. The wisdom that Paul proclaimed was not a worldly wisdom, described here as a 
wisdom of this age, or of the rulers of this age, those who so strongly influence the thinking and behavior of worldly 
people. Those who subscribe to that kind of wisdom are coming to nothing, Paul said. 


