
CITYGROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
           

                         
 
    Summer Week 4 -(Ch. 4)       #CityGroupsTally    
    Week of June 25, 2017   
                
REMINDERS for leaders: 

 
Here’s a few reminders before you get going: 

• !  VIDEO: Each week we will have a video for you to show at your group meeting.  
• Find an Apprent ice or Co-Leader .  Be ready to: Replace Yourself & Multiply. My challenge 

for EVERY group leader is to find someone you can teach about leading a group. Ever since Jesus, the 
gospel has spread and churches have grown by individuals teaching others what they know. This will 
also free you up as you hand away responsibility.  

• Pray, Pray, Pray!  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

1. City Church U: (June 27 @ 8pm) Pray for our College Students and consider finding a way for 
your group to serve at this college event. Contact: Hunter@citychurchtallahassee.com  
 

2. Summer Reading List :  We’ve put together a list of great books that we recommend reading over 
the summer for your spiritual growth. Pick up your Summer Reading List Sunday morning at the 
Connect Desk. (Group Leaders, pick up a handful to give your group members this week)  

 
 

BIG IDEA(s):  
 
Here comes the good news of the Gospel! “…BUT, the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom. 36:23) This week we’ll focus on who Jesus is and what 
He has done to save sinners. Because Jesus is fully God and fully man…and because 
He lived the life we could not and died the death we deserved…we can have 
atonement for our sins.  



PRAY: 
 
READ: Romans 3:21-26 
 

HEAD (20 minutes)  

! WATCH THIS WEEK’S VIDEO 

1) What’s significant about the following title’s of Jesus in Scripture? 

• Son of David  -  (Human, Jewish King from the line prophesied etc.) 
• Son of God     -  (Divine, God entered His creation) 
• Lamb of God  -  (The perfect Passover sacrifice to take away the sins of the world) 

2) The Bible teaches that Jesus is fully God & fully man. (Col. 1:19 & 2:9 and Heb. 4:15)  

• Why does Jesus need to be fully God & fully man in order to save us?  
• What encourages you about Jesus being fully God? Fully Man?  
• What happens when we neglect either part of who Jesus is?  

3) The Bible teaches that Jesus lived a sinless life and died the death we deserve.       
(1 Peter 2:22-24 and 1 Peter 3:18)  

• According to Romans 3:21-26, what has God done for us? 
• What does the word “propitiation” mean? Why is that important? 

( “Propitiation” (hilasmos) literally means “a sacrifice that bears (quenches) God’s wrath & turns it into favor.”) 
• Why are both the life & death of Jesus necessary to have atonement for our sins?  

 

HEART:  (15 minutes)  
 

1) When thinking about Christ’s sacrifice on the cross…Do you feel more or less 
amazed than you did a year ago? Why? 

• How do you keep your love and sense of ‘awe’ for God growing?  
• How could you reflect deeper on the atonement & propitiation of Christ this week?  
• What would you like to see God change in your heart? (Humble you, amaze you etc.) 

 

HANDS (15 Minutes): 
 

1) If co-worker asked you who Jesus was, what essential elements would you 
include? 

2) Is there a sin in your life causing you to question God’s view of you? How might 
what we’ve learned today help you fight that sin or combat doubt? 

 
Pray: Take a few moments to share prayer requests and pray for one another and your lost friends. 



 

Commentary: ROMANS 3:21-26  (For more insight into each verse & for hard questions)  

3:21. Few passages in Scripture are as rich in theology and as important for understanding salvation as this 
portion of Romans 3. Paul had established that all people have sinned and that the law is inadequate for 
salvation. What then? What is the hope? Paul’s answer would have surprised many people. Apart from the 
law God has revealed His righteousness. Last week’s lesson explained the law’s function: it reveals sin (see 
Rom. 3:20). The law diagnoses the spiritual disease of sin. This lesson shows God provides the healing apart 
from the law. Though the law is inadequate to save a person, it does testify to God’s means of salvation. The 
Old Testament serves a valuable role in our faith. 
 
3:22. The phrase in verse 21 “attested by the Law and the Prophets” is parenthetical, and Paul returned to 
his point in this verse with the words that is. He clarified that God’s righteousness is through faith in Jesus 
Christ. Righteousness is first and foremost an attribute of God, but it is also an activity of God. He is in the 
business of making us righteous. God desires fellowship with us, and in order to enjoy that fellowship He 
makes believers right. Faith is the key to salvation. The offer of salvation is available by faith, as to all who 
believe indicates. The word for believe and the word for “faith” in the Greek language are from the same 
root. To “believe in” is to “have faith in” something or someone. The English word believe is inadequate to 
convey the force of the Greek word. Faith involves intellectual assent as well as a thorough commitment of a 
believer’s life. 
 
3:23. Paul repeated the need for salvation. People of every race and gender need to be saved because all 
have sinned. God’s righteousness is pure. Our sin renders us completely incapable of reaching Him. The task 
of righteousness, of accessing the glory of God, is completely beyond our ability. Glory is a difficult word to 
pin down but essentially means “the full weight” of God’s attributes. Glory is God’s splendor. It defines, in 
part, who God is. In Jewish thought Adam and Eve possessed God’s glory before they sinned. Now, 
through Jesus Christ, God is restoring His glory in His people. 
 
3:24. This verse clarifies the result that “all who believe” (v. 22) enjoy. Justified means “to be declared right 
with God.” The context is judicial; the scene is a courtroom. The divine judge declares all who believe to be 
innocent. Freely translates a Greek word meaning “gift” and underscores the difference between the attempt 
at salvation by works and the free offer of God. This offer of salvation is the pinnacle of His grace. Nothing 
surpasses it, and nothing is more important than for us to experience it. Being declared right with God 
comes only through His grace. Knowing we have this gift relieves our fear and grants us peace. The means 
by which God grants justification is through the redemption that is in Jesus Christ. 
 
3:25-26. Propitiation is a term borrowed from the sacrificial system and the temple. On the Day of 
Atonement, the high priest would sprinkle blood over the ark to atone for the nation. By this rite sins were 
deemed expiated; people became reconciled to God and God’s wrath was averted. But human sins could 
not literally be atoned for by the death of animals. “For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take 
away sins” (Heb. 10:4). Thus Jesus came to accomplish what no priest slaying an animal could ever hope to 
accomplish: full satisfaction of God’s requirements for atonement. God the Father “made the One who did 
not know sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21). 


