
SELECTED COMMENTARY ON HEBREWS 7 
 
Heb. 7:1–2 The author summarizes the brief account of Melchizedek found in Gen. 14:18–20, 
highlighting important interpretative points. Elsewhere in the OT, Melchizedek is mentioned only in Ps. 
110:4; however, Judaism around the time of Christ did speculate about him. trans lat ion of h is name. In 
the OT (and in later Judaism) the meaning of a name could indicate a person’s relationship to God. 
Melchizedek. The Hebrew name means “king of righteousness” Salem is Melchizedek’s city and is from 
the same root as the Hebrew for “peace” (shalom). 
 
Heb. 7:3 Melchizedek was not in fact the Son of God but someone resembl ing the Son of God (lit., 
“having been made like the Son of God”); he was an ordinary human being who was “king of Salem” (v. 1). 
He is  without father or mother or genealogy probably means simply that this information is not 
given anywhere in Scripture (in contrast to the Levitical priests, whose genealogies are recorded). The next 
phrase should probably be understood in the same way—that is, Melchizedek had neither beginning of 
days nor end of l i fe recorded in Scripture; he suddenly appeared in Genesis 14 and then disappeared. 
As far as the OT narrative is concerned, it shows no end to his priesthood, so in that sense he cont inues a 
pr iest forever. Thus Hebrews seems to view Melchizedek as an ordinary man, who was a “type” or 
foreshadowing of Christ (see note on Rom. 5:14). In this way, Melchizedek is comparable to the eternal high 
priesthood of the righteous Son of God, who is truly the king of righteousness and who brings true peace. 
 
Heb. 7:4 tenth of the spoi ls . Abraham tithed to Melchizedek (Gen. 14:20). Patr iarch here means 
“father of a nation or people.” This is a reminder that all Israel traces its lineage through Abraham (see Heb. 
7:9–10). 
 
Heb. 7:5–6 In the Mosaic law, God commanded the Israelites to tithe to the Levitical priesthood (e.g., 
Num. 18:21–24), who are themselves fellow descendants of Jacob/Israel and of Abraham. Abraham had 
the promises (see Heb. 6:13–15)—these promises also encompass the offspring of Abraham (see note 
on 7:9–10). 
 
Heb. 7:7 The superior person (Melchizedek) blessed the infer ior (Abraham), thus the Melchizedek 
priesthood is superior to Abraham and all his descendants (implicitly including the Levitical priesthood). 
 
Heb. 7:8 he l ives. Melchizedek is a “priest forever” (Ps. 110:4; cf. Heb. 7:3), hence the Melchizedek 
priesthood, being eternal, is superior to the mortal Levitical priesthood (vv. 23–25). The author is probably 
not arguing that Melchizedek never died, but that he is a type of Christ in that nothing is stated in the biblical 
text about his death (see note on v. 3), and so the figure of Melchizedek forecasts the risen Jesus. 
 
Heb. 7:9–10 Levi  h imsel f  … paid t i thes (to Melchizedek) through Abraham. The author’s 
reasoning is that the offspring of Abraham (esp. Levi), who share in Abraham’s promises (see note on vv. 5–
6), also share in Abraham’s tithe to Melchizedek, and therefore the Levitical priesthood is inferior to the 
Melchizedekian priesthood. 
 
Heb. 7:11–28 Jesus Compared to Melchizedek. The Mosaic law was unable to make men perfect, since it 
was administered by a succession of sinful, mortal priests. Jesus, however, is by God’s oath established 
forever as the holy priest/Son, permitting his followers to draw near to God on the basis of his person and 
work. 



 
Heb. 7:11–12 In Hebrews, several reasons are presented for why the Mosaic law could not bring 
people to perfect ion. Here, the fact that there existed a priestly order of Melchizedek (Ps. 110:4) 
shows that the Levit ica l  pr iesthood (and its high priesthood reserved for the Aaronic line; see Ex. 
28:1; 29:1–46) was insufficient to the task. change in the law. The establishment of a better 
priesthood (Christ’s) shows Christians that there also has been a change from the Mosaic law, since 
that law required a succession of priests, all descended from Levi (Heb. 7:18–19). Thus, Jesus’ role as 
a non-Levitical high priest is strong evidence that the Mosaic covenant (the “old covenant”) is no 
longer in effect. 

 
Heb. 7:13–14 Jesus was from the tribe of Judah rather than the priestly tribe of Levi. Yet he 
qualifies as the eternal high priest because he is the Davidic Messiah, called both Lord and a priest 
after the messianic priestly order of Melchizedek (Ps. 110:1, 4). 

 
Heb. 7:15–17 the power of an indestruct ib le l i fe. Jesus’ resurrection from the dead 
indicates his eternal priesthood (Ps. 110:4; see Heb. 5:6). Death could not conquer Jesus; therefore, 
his priesthood lasts forever (see 7:23–24). 

 
Heb. 7:18–19 former commandment. The institution of the Levitical priesthood is set as ide 
and thus so is the Mosaic law (see v. 12), since it was not able to accomplish God’s saving purpose 
(hence its weakness and uselessness). In other words, only Jesus’ work on the cross brought 
people to perfection. better hope. That is, the hope of salvation and perfection through Jesus’ high 
priesthood. draw near to God. Jesus’ work permits true interpersonal fellowship with God. 

 
Heb. 7:20–21 Although God instituted the Levitical priesthood, he did not promise its eternal 
validity. The priesthood of Jesus rests securely on God’s promise/oath (cf. 6:13–20) in Ps. 110:4. 

 
Heb. 7:22 The new, better covenant based on Jesus’ eternal high priesthood comes with God’s 
oath and with Jesus as the guarantor, and thus it is superior to the Mosaic covenant (see further 
8:6–13; 9:15; 10:15–18; 12:24; 13:20). 

 
Heb. 7:23–25 The mortality of the many Levitical pr iests is again contrasted with the eternality 
of Jesus as high priest (see v. 8). To the uttermost does not specify whether completeness in time 
(“forever”) or completeness in extent (“completely”) is intended; the Greek eis to panteles can mean 
both. Since a “complete” salvation would endure for all time, and since a salvation “for all time” would 
eventually include every aspect of life, perhaps the author intends readers to hear both senses. On 
draw near to God, see note on 4:16.  
 

[Heb. 4:16 Draw near (“approach, go to, draw near to”) is used consistently in Hebrews 
to represent a person approaching God (7:25; 10:1, 22; 11:6; 12:18, 22; cf. Ex. 16:9; 34:32; 
Lev. 9:5; Deut. 4:11), which is possible only when one’s sins are forgiven through the 
sacrificial and intercessory ministry of a high priest (Heb. 7:25; 10:22). The encouragement to 
“draw near” to God’s throne implies that Christians have the privilege of a personal 
relationship with God. Conf idence translates (“boldness,” “confidence,” “courage,” esp. with 
reference to speaking before someone of great rank or power; cf. 3:6; 10:19, 35). It indicates 
that Christians may come before God and speak plainly and honestly (yet still with appropriate 



reverence), without fear that they will incur shame or punishment by doing so. throne of 
grace. God the Father, with Jesus at his right hand (8:1; 12:2; cf. 1:8), graciously dispenses 
help from heaven to those who need forgiveness and strength in temptation.] 
 

Heb. 7:23-25 Continued: Jesus Christ a lways l ives to make intercess ion (that is, to bring 
the requests of believers to the Father; cf. Rom. 8:34) for those who approach God through him. 
Since the ever-living Christ intercedes for believers, they can have great confidence that they will 
never perish. In fact, they can know that “all things” in their lives will “work together for good” (Rom. 
8:28), for God the Father will answer the prayers of his Son. 

 
Heb. 7:26 f i t t ing that we should have. Jesus’ high priesthood is appropriate and is for the 
benefit of believers. Several words emphasize Jesus’ excellence in terms of his sinlessness (holy, 
innocent, unsta ined, separated from s inners; see 4:15; also 9:14 and Jer. 11:19) and his 
heavenly position (exal ted). 

 
Heb. 7:27 Multiple points of contrast are made between the Levitical high priests and Jesus as the 
one eternal high priest (see chart). 
 
  

Levitical High Priests Reference Jesus the High Priest 

many in number 7:23–24 one 
temporary 7:23–24 permanent and eternal 
sinners who had to offer 
sacrifices for their “own 
sins” 

7:26–27 holy, innocent; offers 
sacrifice only for others 

had to sacrifice “daily” 7:27 sacrificed “once for all” 
offered sacrificial 
animals 7:27; 9:11–14 “offered up himself” 

entered the holy places 
through a man-made 
tent and by means of the 
blood of goats and calves 

9:11–12 
entered the holy place of the 
presence of God and by 
means of his own blood 

 
 

Heb. 7:28 The law in its weakness (vv. 18–19) appoints sinful mortal men in their weakness to 
be a continuous succession of h igh pr iests (vv. 23–24). God, however, made an oath (Ps. 110:4), 
promising an eternal high priest (Heb. 7:20–22). This oath through David came after the Mosaic law 
and sets aside the previous Mosaic priesthood by appointing the messianic Son of God (1:1–14; 5:5–
10) as eternal high priest. made perfect.  


