
LIGON DUNCON ON MELCHIZEDEK 
 
The whole argument is this –  
Melchizedek is  greater than Abraham,  
Melchizedek is  greater than Levi ;   
Jesus’  pr iesthood is according to the order of Melchizedek  
and therefore is  greater than the pr iesthood of Levi  and Aaron and the Old Testament 
pr iesthood. So there's the simple argument that's going on. 
 
The author of Hebrews is pressing on us two massive truths about Jesus – He is eternal  and therefore His 
pr iesthood is eternal .  And He as God has the power of bless ing us. What's the argument here? 
Melchizedek is greater than Abraham; Melchizedek is greater than Levi. Jesus’ priesthood is according to Melchizedek; 
therefore He is greater than Abraham and Levi. And here's the take-home for us. That means that because Jesus is 
greater than Levi and the Aaronic priesthood, because Jesus is the real great High Priest, because Melchizedek is like 
him – it's not that Jesus is like Melchizedek but it's that Melchizedek is like Him – because of that we can know two 
things about Jesus. First, He is ETERNAL, and second, He is ABLE TO BLESS. Now look at how the author of 
Hebrews emphasizes that. 
 
Look at the first point. Look at verse 3 again. “He is without father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning 
of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever.” Now what does he tell you 
there? He is like the Son of God in having neither beginning of days nor end of life. The emphasis there is that Jesus is 
eternal. And whatever that means, that Melchizedek resembles the Son of God in having neither beginning of days 
nor end of life, it emphasizes this – Jesus is  an eternal  pr iest . In fact, that's explicitly said. “He continues a priest 
forever.” Now why is that so important? This congregation that the author of Hebrews is writing to, some of them 
are tempted to go back to Judaism and somebody has made this argument to them. “If you will come back to 
Judaism, you won't lose anything from your heritage. If you come back to Judaism you won't lose anything from your 
heritage like you’re having to give up being a Christian. And you won't lose anything religiously because you come 
back and you've got a high priest and you've got a promised Messiah. You won't lose anything.”  
 
And the author of Hebrews is saying, “Oh no, oh no. That Old Testament priesthood was a faint foreshadowing of 
the real Priest. In fact,  that Old Testament pr iesthood was infer ior to Melchizedek's pr iesthood and 
Melchizedek's pr iesthood was just a picture of the eternal  pr iesthood of Jesus.” JESUS IS THE 
PRIEST THAT YOU NEED. He doesn't wear out. He doesn't tire. He doesn't falter. He doesn't fail. If you have 
sin, He ever lives to intercede. If you have sin, He died once for all so that your conscience is clean. Those Old 
Testament sacrifices had to be offered year after year. Jesus, once died, and then He ever lives to intercede for those 
who trust in Him. Jesus is the Priest that you need. Jesus’ priesthood is eternal and perpetual. It never goes away; it 
never wears out.  
 
You know there's that passage in John 8:56-58 where Jesus is having a conversation with a Jewish leader and He says 
these provocative words – “Abraham rejoiced to see my day and he saw it and was glad.” And the Jewish leaders are 
furious! “What are You saying, Jesus! You’re not even fifty years old yet and You’re saying that Abraham rejoiced to 
see Your day! How could that possibly be?” And you remember what Jesus said? “Before Abraham was, I am.” And 
they knew exactly what Jesus was saying. They sought to stone Him because they knew He was claiming to be God.  
 
The author of Hebrews is saying to his Jewish-Christian congregation, “Do you know who it was who blessed Father 
Abraham? It was Jesus. Do you know where you can get the blessings of God's promise? Only Jesus. If you turn your 
back on Jesus, can you receive the blessings of God? No, you cannot, because they are bestowed by Jesus, and 
Melchizedek is just a picture of that.” 
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