
CITYGROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
 

                                             
 

Spring Week 15 -(Mark 10:46-52)          #CityGroupsTally 
  Week of Apr. 22nd 2018   
  
REMINDERS for leaders: 

 
Here’s a few reminders before you get going: (Welcome back leaders!) 

• !  VIDEO:  Each week we will have a video for you to show at your group meeting. 
• Find an Apprent ice or Co-Leader .  Be ready to: Replace Yourself & Multiply. My challenge 

for EVERY group leader is to find someone you can teach about leading a group. Ever since Jesus, the 
gospel has spread and churches have grown by individuals teaching others what they know. This will 
also free you up as you hand away responsibility.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

1. Connect 201 & Bapt isms: (Sunday 4/29/18) Our Feb baptisms and Connect 201 (membership 
class) are coming up. Interested in becoming a member or getting baptized? Sign up online!  

2. Last of f ic ia l  group meet ing of the spr ing: This is our last meeting together of the spring. 
Discuss plans with your group about the summer and inform Craig of any changes that need to be 
made online. Summer groups will start up on June 3rd. (College Groups on May15) 
 

BIG IDEA(s):  
 
In the midst of a huge crowd, Jesus heard the faint cry of a blind beggar, stopped and 
made time for him. Jesus seems to love extending God’s grace and mercy to people in 
need of rescue and healing. The ears of Jesus are tuned in to the humble, weak, 
desperate cries of a beggar’s faith… like you and I. Help your group see themselves in 
the shoes of blind Bartimaeus. 
 
 
PRAY: Ask the Lord to lead your group meeting, speak through the Scriptures and guiding conversations. 
 



READ:  Mark 10:46-52  
 

HEAD (20 minutes)  

 ! WATCH THIS WEEK’S VIDEO 

1) How do you normally respond when you hear or see a beggar on the streets?  

2) Why do you think the crowd rebuked Bartimaeus? (Vs. 48) How do you think you 
would have responded if you were there? (Ignored him, rebuked him, given him $5 to shut him up, etc.)  

• Why is it easy to overlook people while trying to do great things for God? How 
does our busyness and pace of life make it hard to stop and help others?  

3) What would you have expected a beggar to ask Jesus (or anyone) for normally? ($$$)  

• What things did Bartimaeus do & say that demonstrated faith in Jesus?  
• More specifically, what kind of faith do you think he had in Jesus? Why? (Saving faith. 

Calvin makes the point that when Bart calls Jesus “Son of David” (Vs.47) he was referring to Jesus as the Messiah and 
when he asked to see (vs. 51) he clearly believed Jesus had divine power to heal him. ) 
 

HEART:  (15 minutes)  

1) Think back a couple weeks…compare the rich young ruler, James & John and blind 
Bartimaeus. (Mark 10: 17-22 // 32-45 // 46-52) (* See Grid on next page i f  needed) 

• How do they approach Jesus?  
• What do they ask for?  
• How do they respond?  
• Which one of these men do you feel like right now in life? Why?  
• What are some things we learn about ourselves and about God by looking at all 

three of these encounters at once?  

2) If Jesus asked you “What do you want me to do for you?” how would that make 
you feel? (Vs. 51) What would you say?  

HANDS (15 Minutes): 
 

1) Jesus told Bartimaeus to ‘go your way’. (Vs. 52) Was Bart disobedient? (No, 
meeting Jesus immediately changed Bart’s direction in life. Wherever you go Jesus, I go! Jesus’s way became his way.)  

• What are some ways meeting Jesus has changed the direction of your life?  
• Is there anything you are doing ‘your way’ in life that needs to be transformed 

into ‘His way’? (forgiving someone, confessing a hidden sin, parenting, finances, etc.) How can the group help? 
 

2) This summer, what do you want Jesus to do for you? Take some time to pray 
together for these things and thank the Lord for a great spring together as a group. 



RESOURCES:  

Comparison of The Rich Young Ruler, James & John and Blind Bartimaeus: 

Characters Scripture Attitude Desire/Ask Jesus’ 
response 

Their 
response 

 Rich Young 
Ruler  

Mark 10:17-22 Self –righteous 
and inquisitive  

 Desired eternal 
life but asked what 
he must do to 
earn it. 

In love Jesus, 
Jesus pointed 
out his idol 
and unfitness 
to earn 
eternal life. 
Invited him to 
repent and 
start 
following 
Jesus.   

 Went away 
sad. " 

 James & 
John  

Mark 10:32-45 Selfish and 
opportunistic  

 Asked for 
positions of power 
next to Jesus. 

 Spoke to 
them about 
servanthood 
and how He 
would suffer 
to ransom 
them.  

 Unlisted?  

 Bart imaeus Mark 10:46-52 Weak, 
Humble, 
Persistent & 
demonstrating 
faith in Jesus. 

 He wanted to 
see. 

Jesus healed 
him and told 
him to ‘go 
your way’.  

 He began to 
follow Jesus. 

 
I think we can all see ourselves in each of the characters (actual people) in Mark 10. We are rich and often want 
to follow Jesus on our own terms. We are arrogant and want Jesus to give us positions of power and influence 
when what we really need to do is bend down and serve others with gospel humility. We are blind, weak, helpless, 
desperate people, but by God’s grace he has given us faith that has made us well. And now, wherever Jesus goes, 
we go. Whatever is His mission…that’s our mission. Our way is His way! Mark hopes to direct our attention to 
the compassion of Jesus in all three accounts but he zero’s in on Bartimaeus as the most unlikely character who 
actually gets it. Those are my observations from the text and I hope those serve you well when leading your City 
Groups. (Also, if needed, below are the parallel accounts in the rest of the Gospels) – Humbly, Craig 
 
Parallel Versions in the other Gospels: 

• Rich Young Ruler, (parallel in Matthew 19:16-20:16; Luke 18:18-30) 
• James & John (parallel in Matthew 20:21-28) 

• Blind Bartimaeus (parallel in Matthew 20:29-34; Luke 18:35-43) 


