
CITYGROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
 

                                             
 

Spring Week 10 -(Mark 10:13-16)         #CityGroupsTally 
  Week of Mar. 18th 2018   
  
REMINDERS for leaders: 

 
Here’s a few reminders before you get going: (Welcome back leaders!) 

• !  VIDEO:  Each week we will have a video for you to show at your group meeting. 
• Find an Apprent ice or Co-Leader .  Be ready to: Replace Yourself & Multiply. My challenge 

for EVERY group leader is to find someone you can teach about leading a group. Ever since Jesus, the 
gospel has spread and churches have grown by individuals teaching others what they know. This will 
also free you up as you hand away responsibility.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

1. City Group Neighborhood Canvass ing:  Would your group be willing to help us get the word 
out about Easter to Tallahassee neighborhoods? Bring your group to Sessions at 6:30pm on the 
following nights (3/25, 3/26, 3/28 or 3/29). A quick prayer then sent out to target neighborhoods. 

2. Prayer @ the Capita l  Bui ld ing: (Monday 3/28) Join us on the 22nd floor of the Capital Building at 
10am to pray over our city and for Easter at the Civic Center.   
 

BIG IDEA(s):  
 
This week, we’ll see a heartwarming view of Jesus scooping up little children and 
blessing them. Sounds nice, unless you’re a helicopter-parent wondering who this 
strange man is picking up your kids? You can learn a lot about a person by simply 
putting a child in the room with them and watching how they react. Essentially, that 
is what Jesus does here. This week we’ll see Jesus’ love for children on display and 
we’ll learn about the Kingdom of God through them.  
 
 
PRAY: Ask the Lord to lead your group meeting, speak through the Scriptures and guiding conversations. 



READ:  Mark 10:13-16  
 

HEAD (20 minutes)  

 ! WATCH THIS WEEK’S VIDEO 
 

1) Why do you think City Church places so much focus on our Kids Ministry? Why is it 
not just ‘childcare’? (See Deut. 6:7) 

2) What are some reasons children have intrinsic value? (God sees them as his image-bearers, and 
commands us not to neglect them. See Matt. 18:10)  

• How are kids treated in evil ways around the world today? (Examples: neglected, abused, 
sex-trafficking, abortion etc.)  

• How could recognizing the intrinsic value of children help protect the 
vulnerable kids of the world?  

3) Why do you think the disciples wanted to keep the kids away from Jesus? (Vs. 13)  

• What are ways we do similar things sometimes?  

4)  What do you think Jesus means when he says, “Whoever does not welcome the 
Kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it”? (Vs. 15) 

• What qualities do children have that God loves? (S imple fa i th,  trust ing,  un jaded, 
unashamed, he lp less ,  ut ter dependence etc. ) (See Matt .  18:3-4) 

HEART:  (15 minutes)  
 

1) Try to picture Jesus picking up those kids in his arms and blessing them. (Vs. 16)  

• How do you think the parents felt? The kids? The Disciples?  
• What emotions do you experience when picturing this? Why?  
• What child-like attribute do you want to see God grow in your heart?  

2)  (OPTIONAL: For groups w/ kids) When are you most tempted to be a ‘helicopter-
parent’? // What are ways you can guard yourself from idolizing your kids? // How 
might idolizing your kids hinder you from obeying Jesus’ command to make disciples?  

HANDS (15 Minutes): 
 

1) What are ways you could help bring children to Jesus? (V. 14)  
(Serve in the Kids Ministry, read the Bible with your kids, go coach a local sports team, get to know other parents in your kids 
class, mentor a struggling student, start a new City Group with childcare to help more families get connected. etc.) 
2) What could you do to help protect the most vulnerable children in our society and 
around the world? (Serve a single mother, become a foster parent, serve at A Women’s Pregnancy Center, speak out 
against sex-trafficking etc.) 

 
Pray: Take a few moments to share prayer requests and pray for one another and your lost friends. 



Commentary: (For more insight into each verse & for hard questions)  

Receiving the Kingdom Like a Child 

“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever does not 

receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it” (vv. 14–15). 
- Mark 10:13–16 

Returning to our study of Mark’s gospel today, we pick up our study in Mark 10:13–16. Since coming down from the Mount of 

Transfiguration (9:2–13), Jesus and His disciples have been on their way to Jerusalem for the final week of His life, and He has 

been teaching on various subjects on the way. In 10:13–16, Jesus explains how it is that we receive the kingdom of God. 

 

The first thing we notice is that Jesus talks about our receiving the kingdom of God—not our achieving the kingdom, our making 

the kingdom happen on earth, or our exercising any kind of strenuous effort to enter the kingdom of God. Now, it is true that 

God is pleased to use His people to grow and advance His kingdom. “This gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout 

the whole world as a testimony to all nations” (Matt. 24:14). The church makes disciples—kingdom citizens—by preaching the 

gospel, baptizing believers, and teaching them all that Christ has commanded (28:18–20). Nevertheless, the kingdom of God is 

not something that we make happen. It is fundamentally a gift, something that our Creator gives to His people because of His 

great love for the world (John 3:16). We do not walk into the kingdom; rather, the kingdom embraces us. Our faith is not 

something we work up in ourselves, and though we must actively trust in Christ, this active trust by which we become kingdom 

citizens is best pictured as our coming to the Savior with empty hands. We come admitting that we have nothing to give to God 

but that we depend fully and completely on His unmerited favor. We open the empty hand of faith to receive God’s promised 

blessing; we do not merit our heavenly citizenship. 

 

Jesus uses the example of a child to illustrate this point. We must receive the kingdom “like a child” (Mark 10:15). Here, the 

Greek word translated as “child” refers to the youngest and most helpless of children. Christ is calling us to utter dependence on 

Him as the way into His kingdom. We take great joy in our young children, and the arrival of a baby is one of the happiest times 

in our lives. But the youngest children cannot do anything for themselves. They cannot make any tangible contribution to the 

functioning of the household. In fact, they are desperately needy. That is how we are in relation to our Father in heaven. We 

rely completely on His mercy for our salvation and, indeed, for our every need. Only by admitting this can we be part of the 

kingdom of God. 

 

Augustus Toplady’s hymn “Rock of Ages” includes this line: “Nothing in my hand I bring, simply to Thy cross I cling.” These lyrics 

wonderfully encapsulate Jesus’ teaching in Mark 10:13–16. We come into the kingdom only by admitting that we have nothing 

to give, that all we can do is rely on Christ for grace and forgiveness. But once we are in the kingdom, we continue to come to 

Him admitting the same things. We never lose our need to depend wholly on Jesus. 
 
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/receiving-kingdom-child  


