
CITYGROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
        

   
    Week 11 -(Mark 4:1-20)       #CityGroupsTally    
    Week of March 26th,  2017   
                
REMINDERS for leaders: 

 
Here’s a few reminders before you get going: 

• !  VIDEO: Each week we will have a video for you to show at your group meeting.  
• Got an apprent ice? Tell your coach who it is and talk with them about how to best prepare 

them to be group leaders… Let us know if you think your group is ready to multiply soon. We want 
to come alongside you and help you work out a plan. 

• Be sure to leave 10-15 minutes at the end for the EASTER PRAYER TRIPLETS.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

1. Easter is  Coming! (4/16) Remember to pick up a stack of Good Friday/Easter Sunday invite 
cards and your Easter shirt this Sunday.  
 

2. Easter Prayer Guides: Pick up your 2017 Easter Prayer Guides on Sunday morning!  
 

3. Miss ion Trip: (Saturday Apri l  8) City Church is helping a church plant in Bonifay, Florida. Help 
us invite people to their church this Easter. Email Zach Allen for more details at zach@cctally.com. 
 

BIG IDEA(s):  
 
This week we’ll look at Jesus’ Parable of the Sower…or more accurately the “Soils”! 
Jesus tells this parable to (1) explain why different people (soils) respond differently to 
the Gospel and (2) to help people test what kind of soil they are and ultimately 
whether or not they are truly in the Kingdom of God. In this study we will dig into the 
parable, examine our own hearts, and ask God to make us people who bear fruit 30, 
60 and 100 times what was sown.  
 
PRAY: Pray for Easter and ask the Lord to guide your group meeting as you discuss Mark together. 



READ: Mark 4:1-20 
 
HEAD (20 minutes)  
 

! WATCH THIS WEEK’S VIDEO 

1) When was the first time you remember someone planting the “seed” of the gospel 
in your life? How did you respond?  

2) Dig in! What do all the different parts of the parable represent?  

• Who is the ‘farmer’? (God, more specifically Jesus…though seed is often scattered through us) 
• What is the ‘seed’? (God’s Word/Gospel) 
• What is the ‘soil’? (Our hearts/spiritual condition.)  
• What are the ‘crops’? (Perseverance, fruits of the Spirit, converts/disciples who can make 

disciples, Christ-honoring lifestyle choices etc.)  

3) What were the dominant characteristics of each kind of soil?  

• Path: (vs. 4 & 15)  
• Rocky: (vs. 5-6 & 16-17) (See John 6:64-66) (Fans, not followers of Jesus. Looking for a sugar 

daddy not a King) 
• Thorny: (vs. 7 & 18-19) (Matt. 7:21…They have a divided idolatrous heart and lack fruit) 
• Good Soil: (vs. 8 & 20) (See Matt. 7:20 & James 2:17-19) 

4) Now put it all together! What are some things Jesus was trying to teach through 
this parable? (1) Explaining why people respond differently to the Gospel (2) wanting us to examine ourselves 
and see if are truly in the Kingdom of God. (3) A clear warning to people claiming to be Christians but bear no fruit.) 

 

HEART:  (15 minutes)  

1) What kind of “soil” best represents you? Why? 
 

2) What are some emotions this parable evokes in you? (thankfulness, fear, joy, confusion 
etc.) Why?  

3) What do you want God (the Farmer) to do in your heart so you can bear fruit?  

 

HANDS (15 Minutes) 

1) What might this parable encourage you to do differently this week? 
 
2) Easter Prayer Triplets: Break up into groups of 3 and …. 

1. Go over the Easter Prayer Guide  distributed Sunday morning.   
2. Pray for the hearts of your lost friends to be good soil for the Gospel. 
3. Pray for Easter at the Civic Center. 



Commentary: Mark 4:1-20  (For more insight into each verse & for hard questions)  

4:1. Surrounded as usual by the crowds, Jesus taught from a boat while the people listened from the 
shore of the lake. This would allow a greater number of people to see and hear. He sat in the boat. 
Teachers traditionally sat when they taught. 
 
4:2. The word parable literally means “to throw alongside.” Thus, a parable is an extended metaphor 
comparing a spiritual truth with something from the listeners’ everyday world. The phrasing here 
means that Jesus’ speaking in parables was a repeated action, something that took place on more 
than just this occasion. 
 
4:3. The word Listen! introduces the rest of the parables in the chapter. It invites the listeners to 
participate, drawing them into the story. It arrests people, stops whatever other conversations are 
going on. It says, “Pay attention because this is important.” 
 
This first parable is the key to the other parables. It does not describe the kingdom of God as the 
other parables do. Rather, it describes the condition of the hearers. This first parable also followed 
directly on the heels of the religious leaders’ misunderstanding of the person of Jesus. Jesus was 
describing their spiritual condition. He set the scene by referring to something His hearers were 
familiar with: a farmer sowing seed. 
 
4:4. Sowing during this time period was done by hand rather than machine. Therefore, it is easy to 
see how some seed would end up on the path. There was nothing there for the seed to grow in, so 
the seed remained on the path until the birds ate it up. 
 
4:5-6. Nothing would grow on rocks. So it was important for farmers to remove the rocks from 
their fields before planting. No matter how diligent a farmer was, however, it would be almost 
impossible to get them all out. Seeds scattered on the rock would spring up quickly in the shallow 
soil that covered the rock. However, when the sun scorched the seedlings, they would die because 
they did not have a root system. 
 
4:7. Some of the seed was scattered among thorns and weeds. Again, these seed grew because of 
the life of the seed, but they yielded no harvest. 
 
4:8. Good soil produces good crops with an abundant return. This is truly a sign of the kingdom of 
God. There will be a glorious return on the scattered seed, a literal filling of the storehouses of 
heaven. 
 
4:9. Because this parable describes the hearers, Jesus gave it this special ending. This ending sets the 
tone for the entire chapter. Everything that follows must be seen in the light of this verse. While this 
verse is only listed once in this chapter, each parable has the feeling of the words of the verse. It is a 
phrase that seems to be echoed throughout the entire New Testament. This verse calls for the 
hearers to evaluate their own response. What does Jesus mean by the parable? And if they know, 



the next question becomes, What kind of soil am I for the Word of God? 
 
4:10-11. As soon as the disciples got Jesus alone, they asked Him why He was teaching in parables 
and what this particular parable meant. Jesus acknowledged that the mysteries of His kingdom were 
being revealed to them and not to everyone. The disciples were privileged to hear Jesus interpret 
this parable. This was not because of their superior spiritual state, but because the Lord Jesus had 
chosen them. 
 
For every parable there are two levels of understanding: the physical and the spiritual. Everyone 
received the parable at the physical level, but the disciples were granted understanding at the spiritual 
level. The disciples—and this now includes us as believers—had been chosen, as were the chosen 
people of God in the Old Testament. We have been given a sacred responsibility. 
 
4:12. The outsiders Jesus referred to are probably the religious leaders who accused Him of acting 
by the power of Beelzebub. They would not understand; they would not hear. They were 
responsible for the truth they had heard and rejected. 
The theme of secrecy runs throughout Mark’s Gospel, and it is no different here. Parables, which 
typically revealed truth, are shown in this context to conceal it. Is this a contradiction? No, because 
parables are more than illustrations; they are also spiritual tests. They hide the truth from those who 
do not seek truth, but they reveal truth to those who seek it. 
 
4:13. Jesus’ question was a gentle rebuke to the disciples. If they did not understand this parable, the 
key to all parables, how would they understand the rest of them? 
 
4:14. The word that the sower sowed may be understood in two ways. It may be the word of God 
that Jesus had been preaching. This was the message of John the Baptist: Repent for the kingdom of 
God is at hand. Word, however, may also refer to the person of Jesus. The word sown would 
therefore be the people’s response to Jesus: would they accept Him or not? At this very moment, 
Jesus was sowing the Word. He was preaching to the people. His miracles had preached to them. 
What kind of soil would they prove to be? Note that there are really only two types of soils—
productive and nonproductive. But Jesus gave three examples of the nonproductive type. 
 
4:15. The Word of God never makes an impact on some people. It rests on the hardened soil of 
their hearts until Satan comes and snatches it away. These are the people who will never even think 
to question their response to the gospel. 
 
4:16-17. The seed sown on rocky soil is like those who hear the word and accept it gladly. Their 
faith seems to shoot up overnight, and they have great joy in the Lord. Some of Jesus’ audience may 
have been in this category. These are the people who followed Jesus from place to place and longed 
to have Him heal them or feed them. 
But Jesus’ teaching eventually became too demanding for them (compare John 6:66), and they 
turned away. There was not much moisture in their soil. When the going got tough, they got going. 
Persecution, trouble, or even hard teaching shriveled the word until it became as nothing in their 



hearts. 
 
Some people might think that this means Christians can lose their salvation. The parable, however, 
does not teach this. The parable actually encourages those who will be sowing the word in the 
future. Jesus was saying that we are to sow without looking at the results. Sometimes the results will 
be snatched away and sometimes the results will be shriveled because of circumstances. But at other 
times, our efforts will mesh with God’s divine activity and a rich harvest will result. 
 
4:18-19. The seed sown among weeds at first grew and looked like a healthy plant. But worldly 
things choked the life out of this hearer. Worries represent a lack of faith—unbelief in the One who 
said not to worry because God would take care of us. Wealth gives people a sense of self-sufficiency 
and little need of God. We are to ask God for our daily bread and live in the knowledge of His 
mercies which are “new every morning.” Wealthy people do not need to live hour to hour because 
they believe their needs are taken care of. Likewise, their desire for the things of this world crowd 
out the things of the heavenly world. Jesus declared that we cannot serve two masters. The soil or 
wealthy hearer in this parable had chosen what master it would serve. 
 
4:20. Others hear the word and act upon it. They produce fruit by increasing numbers. God will 
take what we give Him and produce a bountiful crop from it. The average yield of a crop is seven 
and one-half times more than the seed that were sown. The huge numbers reported here—thirty, 
sixty, or even one hundred times what was sown—show that the harvest provided by the Lord is 
miraculously abundant. 

The harvest is typically symbolic of divine activity, and here we have the key to the parable. The 
parable encourages Christians who have not fallen away, those who remain at Christ’s side—then as 
well as now. While we may get discouraged that our evangelistic efforts are not producing the fruit 
we would like, we can be encouraged that God is working in the harvest and that it will be a rich 
harvest. The emphasis in the parable is not on the soils but on the harvest. In spite of failures, 
setbacks, and even persecution, there will be an abundant harvest for those who remain faithful to 
God. 


