
CITYGROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
        

   
    Week 10 -(Mark 3:20-35)       #CityGroupsTally    
    Week of March 19th,  2017   
                
REMINDERS for leaders: 

 
Here’s a few reminders before you get going: 

• !  VIDEO: Each week we will have a video for you to show at your group meeting.  
• Got an apprent ice? Tell your coach who it is and talk with them about how to best prepare 

them to be group leaders… Let us know if you think your group is ready to multiply soon. We want 
to come alongside you and help you work out a plan. 

• Be sure to leave 10-15 minutes at the end for the EASTER PRAYER TRIPLET 
CHALLENGE.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

1. Easter is  Coming! (4/16) Remember to pick up a stack of Good Friday/Easter Sunday invite 
cards at the Connection Desk this Sunday.  
 

2. Easter Prayer Guides: Keep an eye out for the 2017 Easter Prayer Guides. Coming soon!  
 

3. Mark Onl ine Devo’s:  A great resource for your personal growth throughout the week. Found 
under the “Grow” tab on our website or www.citychurchtallahassee.com/mark   
 

BIG IDEA(s):  
 
Got family problems? Jesus’ family thought he was crazy and the religious leaders 
thought he was demon possessed. Talk about being misunderstood! To Jesus, ‘family’ 
runs deeper than blood. Regarding Satan…Jesus is robbing him, not partnering with 
the devil. Jesus is leading a subversive insurgency into Satan’s territory and utterly 
‘plundering the strong man’. Do we ever see the world with that reality in view?  
 
 



PRAY: Pray for Easter and ask the Lord to guide your group meeting as you discuss Mark together. 
 

READ: Mark 3:20-35 
 
HEAD (20 minutes)  
 

! WATCH THIS WEEK’S VIDEO 

1) What are some reasons people might think Christians are crazy today? ( Our beliefs, 
lifestyle, choices or ‘crazy uncle Jethro’ in our Family that makes us look crazy by association. Etc.) 

2) Why did Jesus’ family think He was ‘out of his mind’? (v. 21)  

• What did they see in Jesus?  
• What should they have seen instead? 

3) Read verse 27 again. Who is the ‘strong man’ and who is ‘robbing’ him? (Satan is the 
‘strong man’ and Jesus is the stronger one who ties him up and robs his house aka the earth (1 John 5:19) 
stealing/liberating his ‘goods’…lost souls. Now that does not sound like someone on Team Satan.) 

• How might remembering this verse help us fight temptation and live for Jesus? (When 
tempted, we can remind Satan that his doom is sure and we can say, “You’re crazy! Who wants to team up 
with a loser?! Get behind me in the name of Jesus.”) 

4) What would you say to someone who thinks they have “blasphemed against the 
Holy Spirit?” (vs. 29-30) ( Remember Paul was a ‘blasphemer’ and was forgiven – See 1 Tim. 1:13)  

• So what is the “unforgivable sin”? (The unforgivable sin is denying Christ. – Mark 10:33) 
 

HEART:  (15 minutes)  

1) Read verses 31-35. How would you have felt if you were Jesus mother or brothers? 
How would you have felt if you were His disciples?  

• Have you ever had to choose loyalty between Jesus or your family? How did you 
feel? Did your loyalty to the Kingdom of God run deeper than blood? Why or why not? 
 

• What are some ways you struggle to put Jesus before every other loyalty? What 
does this indicate about your heart? (It shows us that we might love other things, people, etc. more 
than Jesus or His Kingdom. We need more sanctification. We can confess our sins and repent.) 

 

HANDS (15 Minutes) 

1) In what ways can you join Jesus in plundering Satan’s house this Easter season? 
 

2) Easter Prayer Triplets: (Get notecards) Break up into groups of 3 and …. 
1. Write down the names of your lost friends, co-workers, family and neighbors.  
2. Next to each name, write down one tangible way you can invest your life in each person. 
3. Pray for each person by name and for opportunities to share the gospel with them.  
4. Exchange the cards (w/ contact info on them) and pray for one another during the week. 



Commentary: Mark 3:20-35  (For more insight into each verse & for hard questions)  

3:20-21 Home probably refers to Capernaum (1:29; 2:1). To this point Mark has not 
mentioned Jesus’ family, and after this extended section they are mentioned only in 6:3. After 
introducing them in 3:21, Mark picks them up again in verses 31-35. To restrain Him is the 
same verb used for “arrest” in 6:17; 12:12; 14:1,44. Mark hinted that Jesus’ family tried to do 
what the Jewish authorities sought to do. Neither Matthew nor Luke mention that Jesus’ 
family thought He was out of His mind (cp. Ps 69:8). 
 
3:22 Between the introduction of Jesus’ family (v. 21) and discussing their actions (vv. 31-35), 
Mark placed an incident with the scribes (v. 22) and two parabolic sayings (vv. 23-26,27-30). 
The description of the scribes as those who had come down from Jerusalem indicates they 
were an official delegation (cp. 7:1). Said is an imperfect tense, indicating continuous action. 
What they were saying repeatedly was that He has Beelzebul in Him (see notes at Mt 12:24; 
Lk 11:14-15) and He drives out demons by the ruler of the demons (see note at Mt 9:34). 
The scribes and Pharisees did not deny Jesus’ power; instead, they attributed His power to 
Satan (Mk 1:13; cp. Mt 10:25; 12:24,27; Lk 11:15,18-19). 
 
3:23-27 This is the first mention of parables in Mark, though Jesus had already used them 
(2:17,21-22). A parable is an analogy or comparison that includes proverbial sayings, 
allegories, or narrative. Jesus used parables to reject the scribes’ logic of 3:22. Neither a 
kingdom nor a house is strengthened by internal divisions. Attacks on Satan’s kingdom came 
not from within but from God’s kingdom. In Jesus’ reference to external attack on a strong 
man’ s house and tying him up, Satan was the strong man (v. 27; cp. Isa 49:24-26; Rev 20:1-
3). 
 
3:28-30 I assure you is a declaration of Jesus’ authority to declare truth. This is the first time it 
appears in Mark (Mark 8:12; 9:1,41; 10:15,29; 11:23; 13:30; 14:25,30). All sins that people 
commit, including blasphemies (see note at 2:6-7), can be forgiven—except whoever 
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit. This person never has forgiveness, and is guilty of an 
eternal sin (a sin with eternal consequences). Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is attributing 
Jesus’ works to Satan, claiming that Jesus was empowered by evil. 

3:31-35 This completes the account begun in verses 20-21. Mark did not name Jesus’ 
mother, His brothers, or His sisters (cp. 6:3). Possibly Joseph was dead by now. The phrases 
standing outside and sent word indicate there was no direct contact between Jesus and His 
family, only messages exchanged. Whoever signifies that being part of Jesus’ most significant 
family, His spiritual family, is a possibility for all people. 


