
CITYGROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
        

   
    Week 6 -(Mark 2:13-17)       #CityGroupsTally    
    Week of February 19th,  2017   
                
REMINDERS for leaders: 

 
Here’s a few reminders before you get going: 

• !  VIDEO: Each week we will have a video for you to show at your group meeting.  
• Find an Apprent ice or Co-Leader. Be ready to: Replace Yourself & Multiply. My challenge 

for EVERY group leader is to find someone you can teach about leading a group. Ever since Jesus, the 
gospel has spread and churches have grown by individuals teaching others what they know. This will 
also free you up as you hand away responsibility.  

• Pray, Pray, Pray!  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

1. Move to 9am Service: God is growing City Church and in order to make more room for people 
on Sunday mornings we are asking folks to consider moving to the 9am service if possible.  
 

2. Refugee Rides Needed: In our ongoing effort to serve refugees in our city, we are in need of 
volunteers to help provide rides to their jobs and on Sunday mornings to City Church. Contact: 
Jentstewart@gmail.com for more info. 

 
3. Mark Onl ine Devo’s:  Have everyone in your group pull out their phones and show them how to 

find the City Church Mark Devo’s on our website; as a great resource for their personal growth. 
(Found under the “Grow” tab on our website or www.citychurchtallahassee.com/mark   
 

BIG IDEA(s):  
 
Dean often says, ‘Following Jesus interferes with your life’…and praise God that Jesus 
interfered with our lives! Jesus met us where we were and called us to salvation, discipleship 
and evangelism. In this passage, Jesus goes on the offensive. Jesus modeled for us what it 
looks like to get out of our comfort zones and befriend ‘sinners’ like Levi. Will we follow 
Jesus into the world? Remember…“As the Father has sent Me I am sending you.” - John 20:21 



PRAY: Ask the Lord to lead your group meeting, speak through the Scriptures and guide conversations. 
 
READ: Mark 2:13-17 
 
HEAD (20 minutes)  
 

! WATCH THIS WEEK’S VIDEO 

1) Why was Levi a surprising choice for Jesus to call? (vs. 13) (As a tax collector, Levi was 
considered a greedy traitor in the Jewish community and may have cheated the other disciples out of their hard 
earned fishing money. Because he was a social outcast, he would be the last person people would’ve expected Jesus 
to hang out with.) 

2) What can we learn about the character and mission of Jesus from His calling of 
Levi? (Luke 19:10)  

3) Picture yourself at the party with Jesus…From what you know about him, what do 
you think he talked about and how did he relate to Levi’s friends? (vs. 15) (Being a friend 
of sinners means more than just hanging out with them. We must both speak the gospel and live it out in their midst.) 

4) Why were the Pharisees so upset about the party? (Vs. 16) 

HEART:  (15 minutes) - Luke 18:11-13 

READ: Luke 18:11-13 
 
1) What sorts of Pharisee-like tendencies are in your heart? (Pride, judgementalism, 
keeping up appearances, fear of leaving your ‘Christian bubble’ etc. ) 

• Why is it important to remember we are saved by God's grace when relating to other 
people?  (we’ve got to meet people where they are like Jesus did with Levi and with us. They may be 
offensive, intimidating, embarrassing or simply messy. We minister in the world the way it is…NOT the way 
WE want it to be.) 

• When your lost friend says, “I don’t go to church because churches are full of 
hypocrites”…How might Jesus’ point in verse 17 be helpful to them?  
 

HANDS (15 Minutes): 

1) On a scale of 1-10, how well do you think City Church does at welcoming ‘sinners’ 
(the sick)? Explain. (vs.17)  

• What role can you play in that on a Sunday morning?  

2) Who is one person in your life the Pharisees would have avoided? Why?  
 

• What can you do to get out of your comfort zone this week and meet this person 
where they are at? (Deal with what is holding you back, humble yourself, go to something they invite 
you to, or maybe even through a ‘Levi party’ with your City Group.) 

 

Pray: Take a few moments to share prayer requests and pray for one another and your lost friends. 



Commentary: Mark 2:13-17  (For more insight into each verse & for hard questions)  

2:13–14. The tax office is literally a toll gate, probably on the road between Damascus and the 
Mediterranean Sea. Jesus saw Levi and commanded him to follow me. Levi immediately got up and 
followed Jesus. In following Jesus, Levi (Matthew) left behind a very profitable business. Tax 
collectors were some of the most hated people in Israel. In order to be a tax collector, a person had 
to purchase the rights for this business from Rome. Since Levi was in Galilee, he would have been an 
agent of Herod. He could then charge whatever tax he wanted in order to recoup the money he 
paid to Rome for his privilege license. Tax collectors were considered traitors and extortioners. They 
were not allowed to be witnesses or judges in court because they were considered untrustworthy. 
They were excommunicated from the synagogue! And yet Jesus came to Matthew and invited him 
into fellowship. 
 
2:15. Most scholars assume that the house they came to was Levi’s house. Many believe this was a 
meal given by Levi for his business associates and friends to introduce them to Jesus. It is plain from 
the text that once again a large crowd gathered and Jesus offended the religious establishment. 
 
2:16. When we think of Jesus eating a meal with sinners, we generally think of these people as 
perhaps other tax collectors, prostitutes, people of questionable moral character. For the Pharisees, 
however, sinners were anyone who did not follow their interpretation of Scripture. For instance, the 
Pharisees had rigid laws of cleanliness and washing. Anyone, therefore, who did not wash his or her 
hands before a meal was a sinner. We can imagine their shock when Jesus went to dinner with a 
friend of Rome. 

2:17. Jesus was not saying here that the scribes were not sick. He stated that a person needs to 
realize his own sickness and sin first. Doctors’ offices are not generally crammed with healthy people 
clamoring to see the doctor. It is only when they realize their sickness that they turn to the doctor. 
So it is with the sin-sick soul and the Lord Jesus. It is ironic that Jesus seemed to point back to the 
miracle at the beginning of chapter 2. The man admitted his need, as did his friends, for they 
desperately wanted their friend healed. Only the scribes admitted no need and therefore received 
no healing. 


