
CITYGROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
 

                  
 

Spring 2019 Week 14 – Mark 15:16-47                                   #CityGroupsTally 
 

  Week of April 21, 2019  
 

REMINDERS for leaders: 
 

● Last Week of Groups: The last week of groups for the term is NEXT WEEK (week of 
April 28th). We will break for May and resume meeting the week of June 2nd. 

● Meet with Joe. I (Joe) would like to take you, your-co leaders, and any apprentices in 
your group to lunch or coffee soon to hear how your group is going and how I can best 
assist you. I sent you an email with some details about getting that set up. Please let me 
know if you have trouble or need to schedule a time outside of what’s listed. 

● Leading Next Term: We sent out an email last week to confirm if you will lead a group 
next term. Please make sure to fill it out ASAP. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

1. Faith & Politics Forum: Join us on Tuesday, April 30th at 7:00pm at the Sessions Road for a 
discussion on how the gospel shapes our engagement in the public square with Dr. Bruce 
Ashford. Dr. Ashford serves as provost and professor of theology and culture at Southeastern 
Seminary. You can register for the event HERE and find out more about Dr. Ashford HERE. 

2. Lunch Downtown: For those that work in or around state government, we will be hosting 
lunch discussion on the gospel and the public square on the 22nd floor of the Capitol 
Wednesday, May 1st from 12:00-1:00pm. Lunch will be provided. Register HERE. 

3. Women’s Discipleship Kickoff: On May 3rd @ 7:00pm we will kickoff a new initiative for 
women at City Church. Please make plans to attend to hear more about this exciting  women’s 
discipleship initiative. Please register HERE. 

 
BIG IDEA:  
 
Jesus, the Son of God, died the death we deserved that we may live through him. 
 
PRAY: Ask the Lord to lead your group meeting, speak through the Scriptures and guide 
conversations. 

https://citychurchtally.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/629/responses/new
http://bruceashford.net/about/
https://citychurchtally.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/630/responses/new
https://citychurchtally.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/627/responses/new


 
READ:  Mark 15:16-47 
 
HEAD (20 minutes)  

 • WATCH THIS WEEK’S VIDEO 

1) To this point we have seen Jesus remaining faithful to his mission despite his followers 
abandoning him, the religious leaders slandering him, the crowds turning against him, and 
Pilate condemning him. How does Jesus remain faithful in this passage? He willingly goes to the 
cross, he endures the shame of a violent crucifixion, he takes the insults of the crowd and thieves, he takes on 
the punishment we and those rejecting him deserve--a violent and lonely death. 

● Who is in control of these events and why is this significant? Read John 10:18 
 
2) When Jesus says “My God, my God why have you forsaken me?” he is stating the first 
verse of Psalm 22. Read Psalm 22, how do the events of Jesus death mirror what is written in 
Psalm 22? 

● Why should this be noted? In uttering these words, Jesus is calling to mind the words of Psalm 22 
and showing how his death will lead to the triumph of death for many. He is taking the punishment for 
sin, taking on the shame of death, but that will lead to triumph through the resurrection. He is showing 
that he is fulfilling prophecy through his death. 

 
3) Many Bible scholars have said that Mark’s gospel climaxes in verse 39 with the confession 
of the centurion when he says, “this is the Son of God.” What do you think is significant about 
this? The centurion's confession is the first time in Mark’s gospel that any person has confessed Jesus as the 
Son of God. The only others that had said this was God’s voice (1:11; 9:7) and demons (3:11; 5:7). 

● What does this suggest about who Jesus died for? He died for both Jews and Gentiles alike. 
The Gospel is for all people. 

HEART: (15 minutes)  
1) When Jesus died the curtain of the temple was torn from top to bottom. The location of the 
curtain is significant, it separated the Holy of Holies from the rest of the temple. Through this 
action, the Bible demonstrates that the dwelling place of God is now with man (See Ephesians 
2:22 and Revelation 21:9). How does this call us to approach God? We can now approach God in 
Spirit and Truth (John 4:24) in confidence that he hears us and is attentive to us (Ephesians 3:12 & Hebrews 
4:16). 

● Thank God together for what he has accomplished for you! 
2) In his death Jesus paid the penalty you deserved to pay for sin. Through his death he 
secured our freedom and justification. However, too often we can fall back into fear feeling the 
weight of our sin. How are you prone to do this? 
HANDS (15 Minutes): 
 
1) Your penalty has been paid through Jesus’ death. Romans 8 says because of this we are 
now free to live in the Spirit. How can you encourage other believers to live in this freedom 
and not “fall back into fear?” (See Romans 8:12-17) 

2) Jesus remained focused on his mission despite the violent rejection of others. How is the 
Lord calling you to live faithfully on his mission?  

● How is he calling you to sacrifice yourself for the sake of his mission (See Mark 8:34)? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TluQNW7F3yQ&feature=youtu.be

