
CITYGROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
 

                  
 

Spring 2019 Week 3 – Mark 12:38-40                                        #CityGroupsTally 
 

  Week of February 3, 2019  
 

REMINDERS for leaders: 
 

● Please record your attendance. We’ve had several new sign-ups for City Groups and 
we want to make sure they are getting connected. Recording you attendance helps 
make sure this happens. If you are not getting email reminders please let Joe or Kaylan 
know. Thank you!  

● It’s never too early to apprentice!  As we’re getting into the swing of things this 
season, identify one or two individuals you can share some group leadership 
responsibilities. We need more City Group Leaders! 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

1. Faith and Work Lunch: In His kindness to us, God has given each of us a job to steward for His glory. 
Whether you work to raise children, run a company, sweep streets, study as student, God has called you to bear 
His image to the world. Join us THIS WEDNESDAY, February 6th from 12:00-1:00 pm at the Sessions Road 
Campus to hear from City Church Elder and local businessman, Steve Elya on how the Gospel of Jesus has 
impacted his career. Please RSVP here: https://citychurchtally.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/591/responses/new  

2. Equip Classes: Spring Equip Classes will run from February 10th to March 10th. They will be held at the 
Sessions Road Campus from 5:00-6:30 pm. We will have classes on the Book of Deuteronomy, Prayer, 
Fasting, How to Read Your Bible, What Happens to Those that Haven’t Heard the Gospel, The Holy Spirit and 
Decision Making and the Will of God. Classes will be offered in one-night and five week formats. Go to 
http://www.citychurchtallahassee.com/equip/ for more information. 

3. A Weekend with Dr. Don Whitney: This February 23rd respected scholar and author Don Whitney 
will join us to teach us how to “Pray the Bible.” Please mark you calendars for the morning of February 23rd. 
Specific details to follow. You won’t want to miss this discussion! 

4. Connect 101 & 201: If your interested in learning more about the vision and mission of City Church, please 
come to our next Connect 101 scheduled for Sunday, March 3rd from 4:00-5:00 pm at the Sessions Road 
Campus. Or if your ready to jump in and join City Church as a member, make plans to attend out next Connect 
201 scheduled for Sunday, February 24th from 4:00-5:00 pm at the Sessions Road Campus.  

 
 
 

https://citychurchtally.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/591/responses/new
http://www.citychurchtallahassee.com/equip/


 
BIG IDEA:  
 
Empty religion doesn’t save, only faith in Jesus can. 
 
PRAY: Confess your need for the Lord to fill your conversations and ask the Lord to lead your group 
meeting and to speak to your hearts through the Scriptures. 
 
READ:  Mark 12:38-40 
 
HEAD (20 minutes)  

 • WATCH THIS WEEK'S VIDEO  
1) Scribes were people devoted to studying the scriptures. How do you think it is possible 
they missed the deeper message of the of the gospel in the text? (They were puffed up in pride; sought 
positions of honor for themselves; They refused to be challenged by the text; they were know it alls)  

2) In referencing this text, Dean said the scribes “had religion, but lacked faith.” What was 
meant by this? (They were concerned only with outward obedience to the law, and their hearts had grown cold to the 
Lord and their neighbor) 

● How does Jesus’ life and ministry point to a new way of religion and faith? (Jesus is no less 
“religious” he keeps the law and commandments of God to the fullest extent, but he shows conformity to the Law 
is not only matter of outward conduct but inner transformation that can only come through him) 

3) Jesus says, “These will receive harsher judgment.” What does he mean by this? (The scribes 
had been entrusted with the Law/The Bible, yet they neglected it when they should have been the ones to show the most 
care for the widow and the neglected. They should’ve known better and they will be judged based on this) 

● How does Jesus’ authority compare with that of the Scribes? (He states they will be subjected 
to judgment, he cites this based on his own authority. The scribes don’t have authority in themselves) 

HEART: (15 minutes)  
 

1) At the heart of this passage is what Dean pointed out to be the faux religion of the scribes 
who are puffed up by pride. How might we see similar things today? 

● How do you keep yourself in check to make sure you don’t fall into the same 
temptation? 

2) Dean mentioned 4 Ways to be on guard against the religion of the scribes. They are 1. 
Examine Yourself, 2. Preach to Yourself, 3. Grow in Your Knowledge of God, and 4. Fight for 
Joy in the Lord. Which of these do you struggle with the most? 

● Why do you think that is? 
 

HANDS (15 Minutes): 
 

1) (Related to question #2 under Hands) Will you commit to these 4 habits? How can your City 
Group help you in these and pursue Christ together? 

Pray: Pray that our time studying Mark would renew or affections of Jesus and empower us to share the 
gospel of the kingdom with others. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ctVSmjhrIoY

