
CITYGROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
        

   
    Week 1-(Mark 1:1-11)           #CityGroupsTally    
    Week of January 15th,  2017   
                
REMINDERS for leaders: 

 
Welcome Back! Here’s a few reminders before you get going: 

• !  VIDEO: Each week we will have a video for you to show at your group meeting.  
• Icebreaker: Especially your first night, consider doing a quick icebreaker to warm folks up and 

welcome new people. This meeting should be more social and focused on community than 
most group meetings.                                   

• Find an Apprent ice or Co-Leader. Be ready to: Replace Yourself & Multiply. My challenge 
for EVERY group leader is to find someone you can teach about leading a group. Ever since Jesus, the 
gospel has spread and churches have grown by individuals teaching others what they know. This will 
also free you up as you hand away responsibility.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

1. Mark Onl ine Devo’s:  Have everyone in your group pull out their phones and show them how to 
find the City Church Mark Devo’s on our website; as a great resource for their personal growth. 
(Found under the “Grow” tab on our website or www.citychurchtallahassee.com/mark  

 

2. Bapt isms: January 29th. Is there anyone in your group that needs to be baptized? (Sign up online) 
 

3. City Group Sel f ies! Encourage people to take pictures of group life and post them on social media 
with #citygroupstally (helps get the word about City Groups and gives people a window into what is 
going in our groups.) 
 

BIG IDEA(s):  
 
We are kicking off the Gospel of Mark with a look at John the Baptist and the baptism of 
Jesus. We’ll see doctrines like baptism and the trinity. We’ll discuss the spiritual discipline of 
daily repentance and the disciple-making skill of ‘preparing the way for the Lord’ in peoples 
lives today.  
 
 

PRAY: Pray for your group’s gathering and for the Spirit to equip us to follow Jesus into the world. 



TESTIMONY: Take 5 – 10 minutes to share your testimony with the group. (Any volunteers next week?)  
 

READ: Mark 1:1-11 
 
HEAD (20 minutes)  

! WATCH THIS WEEK’S VIDEO 

1) What is furthest you have traveled to hear someone preach? Why did you go? 
• Why do you think people were receptive to John’s message and willing to be baptized?  

 
2) How do you see John the Baptist and Jesus as similar & different? (Both Jewish, cousins, 
preachers, revolutionaries, sent by God and fulfillments of OT prophecy. However, John was just a 
messenger/prophet pointing to the Messiah, while Jesus is the “Christ” and the “Son of God” (vs. 1 & vs. 11) (See also 
Isaiah 40:3 & Mal. 3:1) 

3) John preached ‘a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins’. (vs. 4) 
• What is repentance? (To repent means turning from sin, and turning to God.  See Ezekiel 14:6)  
• How would you explain a personal experience of repentance to a co-worker or friend?  
• Why do Christians, even though saved, need a lifestyle of daily repentance (dying to self)? 

(Luke 9:23-24, Col. 3:1-5) 
 

4) Why was Jesus baptized, even though He didn’t need to repent of His sins? (Vs. 9) 
• What are some reasons Christians should be baptized? (Jesus commands it –Matt. 28:19-20 & it 

illustrates being joined to Jesus in his death and resurrection – Col 2:12 & Rom 6:3-5) 
• Why do you think we make such a big deal of baptisms at City Church? (Say, “If anyone has not 

been baptized yet and thinks this is your next step, we have baptisms on 1/29/17. ) 
 

HEART:  (15 minutes)   
 

1) Picture yourself at the baptism of Jesus. (vs. 9-11) What would you have noticed? (Trinity) 
How would you have felt hearing God the Father audibly say to Jesus “You are my beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleased”? (Vs. 11) 
 

• Do you really believe God is ‘pleased’ with you? Why or why not? (If God is 100% pleased 
with Jesus and you are 100% in Christ, then God is pleased with you. God’s pleasure is not dependent on 
our performance, but on the finished work of Christ.) (See Eph. 1:6 and Rom 8:1) 
 

HANDS (15 Minutes): 

1) Is there anything you need to repent of this week? (Be prepared to share your own if no one speaks up) 
 

2) John the Baptist prepared the way for the Lord. Who prepared the way for you to meet 
Jesus? How did they do it? 
 

• What are some ways you can “prepare the way for the Lord” and point someone to 
Jesus practically this week?  

 

Pray: Take a few moments to share prayer requests and pray for one another and your lost friends. 



Commentary: Mark 1:1-11  (For more insight into each verse & for hard questions) 

Already in Mark 1:1 the titles applied to Jesus point to His suffering and death. The Greek term 
“Christ” corresponds to the Hebrew “Messiah,” meaning anointed king. Jesus would be anointed in 
preparation for His burial (14:3, 8). “Son of God” was used as a title for kings descended from David 
(2 Sam. 7:14; Ps. 2:6–7). Jesus is, however, a king unlike other kings. By some mystery Mark did not 
explain, Jesus is both “Son of David” and “David’s Lord” (12:35–37). Though the demons discerned 
Jesus’ mysterious identity from the start (1:24, 34; 3:11), only the cross opened human eyes to the 
“Son of God” (15:39). 

For Mark the “good news of Jesus Christ” began with John the Baptizer. John’s God-authorized 
ministry (see 11:29–32) fulfilled Scripture (Mal. 3:1; Isa. 40:3). Both John’s clothing (2 Kgs. 1:8) and 
his preaching of repentance and forgiveness (Mal. 4:5–6) recall the prophet Elijah. John’s baptism 
symbolized an inner commitment to lead a changed life.  

“Or are you unaware that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 
4 Therefore we were buried with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too may walk in a new way[a] of life. 5 For if we have been 
joined with Him in the likeness of His death, we will certainly also be[b] in the likeness of His 
resurrection.” Romans 6:3-5 

The fact that baptism is not a prerequisite for salvation is best seen in the example of a saved man 
who was not baptized in water—the criminal on the cross (Luke 23:39–43). 

Mark’s audience doubtless understood Jesus to be the more powerful Coming One John anticipated. 
On receiving John’s baptism, Jesus was confirmed as the beloved Son who pleased God by His 
identification with sinners. 

  

 


