
THE KINGDOM OF GOD – MATTHEW 13:44, JOHN PIPER 
 
The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes 
and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
 
The link between last week’s message and today’s message is the kingdom of God. Our focus today is Matthew 
13:44, “The kingdom of heaven [that is, the kingdom of God] is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 
covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” We are focusing here because I want 
us to understand and embrace and enjoy the biblical foundation for Treasuring Christ Together. The link is back to 
Romans 14:17, “For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy 
in the Holy Spirit.” What we said there is important here: 
 

1 We said that the kingdom of God is not mainly realm or place but rule or reign. 
2 We said this reign is specifically his saving or redeeming reign. The kingdom is being manifested in power 

when demons and unbelief and unrighteousness are being defeated and salvation, righteousness, peace, and 
joy are happening. 

3 We said that this reign is present in part but will be consummated at the second coming of Christ. So the 
blessings we have now in Christ are great (forgiveness, imputed righteousness, acceptance with the Father, no 
condemnation, the fellowship of Jesus by his Spirit in our lives, progressive transformation into his likeness, 
gifts of the Spirit, usefulness in ministry, all things working together for our good, etc.), but the fullness of our 
inheritance awaits the coming of Christ—no more sinning, no more sickness, nor more injury or calamity, no 
more depression or spiritual warfare, no more ethnic strife or racism, no more war, no more death. All that 
will come with the final consummation of the kingdom. 

4 And we said that the kingdom of God and the kingdom of Christ are the same. God reigns where Christ 
reigns. And Christ reigns where God reigns. When the book of Revelation talks about the throne of God it 
says things like: “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” (7:10). And: “The 
Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd” (7:17). And: “The throne of God and of the Lamb will 
be in [the New Jerusalem]” (22:3). 

 
Those four things: The kingdom of God is the reign of God. It is the saving reign of God. It is the saving reign of God 
that is partly present and partly future. And it is the present and future saving reign of God and of Christ. 
 
Kingdom of Heaven = Kingdom of God 
Now today our focus is on the kingdom in Matthew 13:44, “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, 
which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” So we need 
to add one more clarification, namely, that the term, “kingdom of heaven,” is virtually synonymous with the term, 
“kingdom of God.” The Jewish people, out of reverence for the divine name, were often hesitant (as indeed they are 
today) to pronounce the divine name, lest they take his name in vain. So they often substituted the word “heaven” or 
“the Blessed” for the word “God” (e.g., Matthew 21:25; Mark 14:61). So there is no significant difference between 
the term “kingdom of heaven” and “kingdom of God.” 
 
The Main Lesson from This Verse 
The question today is: What do we learn about the kingdom of God here in Matthew 13:44? We learn one main 
thing: The kingdom of God is so valuable that losing everything on earth, but getting the kingdom, is a happy trade-off. 
Having the omnipotent, saving reign of Christ in our lives is so valuable that, if we lose everything, in order to have it, 
it is a joyful sacrifice. 
 
The Meaning and Value of the Kingdom of Heaven 
So let’s read it slowly and see this carefully. “The kingdom of heaven . . .”—I am taking that in its full, biblical context of 
the reign of God and Christ, triumphing over everything that stands between you and everlasting life and joy, if you 



will treasure it more than anything else. In other words, I think we can treat the kingdom of God here almost 
synonymously with salvation or with reconciliation with God through the work of Christ—because the kingdom of 
God is the rule of God to save us, and to save us is to bring us from destruction into the enjoyment of Christ forever. 
Let’s keep reading in verse 44: “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field”—so the focus is on the value 
of the kingdom. The worth of having God ruling over you and, for you, over everything else. It’s not hard to see why 
that is so valuable. If the omnipotent, all-wise God is ruling over all things for your joy, everything must be working for 
your good, no matter how painful. And in the end God will triumph over all evil and all pain. So this kingdom is a 
treasure. 
 
Keep reading: “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes 
and sells all that he has and buys that field.” I don’t think we should press the details here. Parables usually aren’t like 
that. They make one main point. And the point here is not that the kingdom is bought, but that if it costs you 
everything you have, it’s worth it. Notice two things: The man sold everything he had, and he did it with joy. “In his 
joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” The kingdom of God is so valuable that losing everything on 
earth, but getting the kingdom, is a happy trade-off. That’s the main point. 
 
The apostle Paul expresses this very thing in Philippians 3:7-8, ‘Whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of 
Christ. 8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 
sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ.” In the parable the 
man sells everything he has so that he can have the kingdom. In Philippians 3:8, Paul suffers the loss of all things that 
he may gain Christ. I think those are virtually identical realities. 
 
The point here is not that you buy the kingdom or barter for the kingdom or negotiate for the kingdom. The kingdom 
of God is received without pay, like a poor child, not a rich business man. “Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3). “Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a 
child shall not enter it” (Mark 10:15). “You received without paying; give without pay” (Matthew 10:8). 
 
So the point here in Matthew 13:44 and in Philippians 3:8 is that the people who receive the kingdom treasure it 
more than everything else. You don’t buy it. You get it freely because you want it more than you want anything else. 
It’s as if a poor child entered a toy store and the owner said: you can have the best and most expensive toy in this 
store if you want it more than anything else. In other words, there is a condition for having the kingdom—for having 
the King on your side and as your friend—but the condition is not wealth or power or intelligence or eminence. The 
condition is that you prize the kingdom more than you prize anything else. The point of selling everything in this 
parable is simply to show where your heart is. “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 
6:21). And if your heart is to have the kingdom above all things, then Luke 12:32 comes true for you: “It is your 
Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” To give you the kingdom! 
 
So the point of Matthew 13:44 is that the kingdom of God is so valuable that losing everything on earth, but getting 
the kingdom, is a happy trade-off. Or to be more personal and specific, we can lose everything with joy if we gain 
Christ. Don’t miss the word “joy” in this verse: “In his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” The loss 
of all things is not sad if we gain Christ. 
 
Oh, that God would make us real in our seeing and savoring Christ and his saving work above all things. I was 
listening a couple weeks ago to a message by another pastor and he told the story of his sister who lost her husband 
to cancer earlier in the year. He was in his fifties and had been a faithful follower of Christ. She was sitting by his 
special bed set up for him at home, wiping his forehead in his last hours. She seemed steady and joyful. One visitor 
became irritated and asked, How can you be so happy when something so evil is happening? 
She answered, “My husband deserves to go to hell (like you and me). And because of Christ, in a few hours my 
husband will be with God in heaven. Is that not worth rejoicing about?” “In his joy he goes and sells all that he has and 
buys that field.” 



I  want you to feel  the burden—the joyful  burden—that the leaders of this church feel .  I f  we love 
Christ  as our highest Treasure, and i f  we love people the way he did—ready to lay down his l i fe 
even for his enemies—then we wi l l  labor to spread a pass ion for Christ  to as many people as we 
can. We wi l l  labor in evangel ism and miss ions and reformation and spir i tual  awakening. We wi l l  
not be content to s imply feed ourselves. I f  we treasure him, and i f  we love them, we wi l l  pray 
and give and labor to reach more and more and more and more people. Wil l  we not? 
 
That’s one burden we carry as leaders. How shall we fulfill our mission—to spread a passion for the supremacy of 
God? Spread. Spread. Spread. That’s why Jesus came. That’s what he sent us to do. Go make disciples. Draw more 
and more people into the everlastingly all-satisfying experience of knowing and treasuring Christ. Share your joy. 
Don’t keep it to yourself. Horded joy rots. Shared joy increases. That’s our mission as a church. And one of our great 
burdens as leaders is find God’s strategy for how we should do that. Everything we do is part of that strategy. 


