
CITYGROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
           

           
Mark 14:32-72 & 15:1-47      #CityGroupsTally    
Week of April  9th,  2017   
                
REMINDERS for leaders: 

 
Here’s a few reminders before you get going: 

• NO VIDEO this week. 
• Got an apprent ice? Tell your coach who it is and talk with them about how to best prepare 

them to be group leaders… Let us know if you think your group is ready to multiply soon. We want 
to come alongside you and help you work out a plan. 

• Be sure to leave 10-15 minutes at the end for the EASTER PRAYER TRIPLETS.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

1. Easter!  Remember to pick up a stack of Good Friday/Easter Sunday invite cards and your Easter shirt 
this Sunday. Also, remind people to incorporate the Easter Prayer Guide into your daily to with God. 
 

2. Prayer @ the Capitol :  (4/10 @ 10am) Join us on the 22nd floor of the Capitol Building on 
Monday as we pray for our city and for Easter! 

 
3. Good Fr iday Fast: (  4/14) Calling all City Churchers to fast on Good Friday! Use this spiritual 

discipline to help focus your thoughts and prayers on Jesus’ journey to the cross! 
 

 
BIG IDEA(s):  
 
This week we’ll focus on Jesus’ journey to the cross and his eventual crucifixion. 
Please take the time in your group to let the Word speak for itself by reading ALL of 
Mark 14:32 – 15:47. (Break it up with different readers). Help your group really 
picture themselves with Jesus on his way to death. Let ‘Good Friday’ be more 
experiential than ever this year.  
 
PRAY: Ask the Lord to lead your group meeting and speak through His Scripture about Christ’s sacrifice.  



READ: Mark 14:32-72 & 15:1-47 (All of it!) 
 

HEAD (20 minutes)  
 

1) What about Jesus did you notice or learn from Mark 14 & 15?  

2) Why did Jesus say, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?” (v.34) (see Psalm 22) 

• What was Jesus experiencing on the cross that made Him cry out so desperately? Was 
there more than physical suffering? (Not only was Jesus enduring shame and physical agony, but he 
experienced the weight of God’s judgment and being utterly forsaken by His Father. Note: Jesus also pointed everyone 
to see the prophecy in Ps. 22 fulfilled in front of them.) 

3) What was the significance of the temple curtain being torn at the time of 
Jesus’ death? (v. 38) (The curtain of the temple separated sinful people from a Holy God. Jesus’ death both literally 
and spiritually ripped the curtain of separation in two—granting us access by faith into the grace in which we now stand as 
followers of Christ (Rom. 5:2.) 

4) What kept Him moving forward and showing such incredible restraint? (Heb. 12:2) 

 

HEART:  (15 minutes)  

 

1) How do you think Peter felt when the rooster crowed? (v. 72)  

• Have you ever felt that your failures could keep you from serving Christ again?  
• How do you think your faith would hold up under severe pressure or persecution?  

 

2) What is the riskiest thing you’ve ever done because of your faith in Jesus?  

• How might remembering the crucifixion help you take more risks for Jesus?  
 

HANDS (15 Minutes): 
 

1) Is it possible to be too familiar with the crucifixion story? What are some ways you 
can keep yourself from growing numb to the gospel/Christ’s sacrifice? (Reflect deeply and 
repeatedly on the crucifixion of Christ. Spend personal time with God. Take risks that build your faith. Etc.) 

2) Is there anyone you still need to invite to come to Easter with you?  
 
3) Easter Prayer Triplets: Break up into groups of 3 and …. 

1. Go over the Easter Prayer Guide  distributed Sunday morning.   
2. Thank Jesus for suffering and dying on the cross for you.  
3. Pray for your lost friends and co-workers and for boldness to invite them to Easter with you. 
4. Pray for NO RAIN!!!! 

 



Commentary: Mark 14 & 15  (For more insight into each verse & for hard questions)  

14:33 . Peter, James, and John were the inner circle of Jesus’ disciples ( 5:37 ; 9:2 ; 13:3 ). Each had pledged his 
willingness to die with Jesus ( 10:38-39 ; 14:29 , 31 ). Mark used two rare words to describe Jesus’ emotions. Deeply 
distressed occurs only in Mark (v. 33; 9:15 ; 16:5-6 ) and has the nuance of “greatly alarmed.” The word for horrified 
expresses extreme anxiety, and it occurs elsewhere in Mt  26:37 and Php  2:26 .  
14:34 . The phrase to the point of death indicates the depth of Jesus’ distress (cp. Jnh  4:9 ). Luke  22:44 added that 
“His sweat became like drops of blood falling to the ground.”  
14:35 . Fell to the ground pictures Jesus collapsing under His burden ( Mt  26:39 ; cp. Lk  22:41 ). The hour refers to 
Jesus’ divinely appointed death ( Jn  7:30 ; 8:20 ; 12:23 , 27 ; 13:1 ; 17:1 ). If it were possible was a request for God 
to change His divine plan.  
14:36 . Abba is Aramaic for “father.” Jesus’ words all things are possible for You affirmed God’s power and recalled 
His teaching ( 10:27 ). This cup refers to personal suffering and death (cp. 10:38-39 ) but also to God’s judgment on 
sin ( 14:24 ; cp. Jr  25:15-16 ; 2Co  5:21 ; 1Pt  2:24 ). Not what I will, but what You will recalls Jesus’ Model 
14:37 . Peter was singled out for his failure to stay awake because of his bold claims earlier in the evening (v v. 29-
31). One hour may be idiomatic rather than literal.  
14:38 . Jesus’ acknowledgment that the flesh is weak may have applied to Himself also that night, given His suffering. 
Natural human weaknesses (hunger, fatigue, etc.) can pose great spiritual danger.  
14:39-40 . The stupefied disciples did not know what to say to Him. This recalls Peter’s experience on the Mount of 
Transfiguration ( 9:6 ) and the disciples’ silence in 9:34 .  
14:41-42 . Enough was a cry of exasperation and served to awaken the sleepers. The time has come literally is “the 
hour is come.” Jesus had prayed “that if it were possible, the hour might pass from Him” (v. 35), but God did not 
grant that request. Get up; let’s go was a call to meet the mob head-on, not an encouragement to flee (cp. Jn  14:31 
). The words look and see indicate they could see the torches of the approaching throng.  
14:43 . In fulfillment of Jesus’ prediction in 8:31 , the mob hailed from the chiefpriests, the scribes, and the elders—
the three parties of the Sanhedrin. This was an officially sanctioned arrest party.  
14:44 . Signal refers to a sign agreed on in advance. The specific signal was a kiss (probably on the cheek). While a kiss 
was a common greeting ( Lk  7:45 ; Ac  20:37 ; Rm  16:16 ), this is the only time a disciple is recorded as greeting 
Jesus this way (cp. 2Sm  20:9-10 ).  
14:45 . Rabbi means “my great one.” It was an address of honor to one’s teacher.  
14:47 . The attack on the high priest’s slave is recorded in all four Gospels ( Mt  26:51-52 ; Lk  22:49-51 ; Jn  18:10-
11 ). John identifies the attacker as Peter and the slave as Malchus ( Jn  18:10 ). Apparently Jesus’ disciples asked if they 
should defend Him with swords ( Lk  22:49 ), but Peter didn’t wait for a reply. On Jesus’ disciples carrying swords, 
see note at Lk  22:35-38 . Jesus restored Malchus’s ear ( Lk  22:51 ).  
14:48-50 . The Scriptures that must be fulfilled are not identified, but verse  50 points to Zch  13:7 as one of them. 
They all deserted Him refers to the fleeing disciples.  
14:51-52 . The young man is unidentified, but many have suggested he was John 
 
14:53-65. No single Gospel comprehensively records Jesus’ trials, and each emphasizes different perspectives and 
events. It is clear, however, that both Roman political authorities and Jewish religious leaders were involved in handing 
down Jesus’ death sentence. 
14:53. They refers to those who arrested Jesus (vv. 43,46). Matthew said the high priest was Caiaphas, who served 
from a.d. 18-36 (Mt 26:57). That all three parties convened indicates this was a meeting of the Sanhedrin (vv. 43,55). 
14:54. Peter followed the arrest party and ended up warming himself (cp. Jn 18:18) in the high priest’ s courtyard. 
14:55-56. The entire Sanhedrin, especially the chief priests, had already decided to put Jesus to death, so they went 
looking for evidence to justify their plan. Many witnesses gave false testimony that did not agree under cross-
examination. The OT required the agreement of two witnesses in a capital case (Num 35:30; Dt 17:6; 19:15). 
14:57-58. Some who gave false testimony claimed firsthand experience. Apparently they distorted Jesus’ remark in 
13:2 where the same word for demolish was used. 
14:59. Only Mark noted that the accusers did not agree even on this (cp. Mt 26:60). The Jews took threats against 



the temple seriously (cp. Jer 26:7-24). This charge was issued against Jesus again while He hung on the cross (Mk 
15:29). 
14:60. Frustrated with the ineptitude of the proceedings, Caiaphas stood up and questioned Jesus himself. 
14:61-62. Throughout Mark’s Gospel Jesus had shied away from the title Messiah to avoid misunderstanding, but 
here He embraced it. I am (cp. Mt 26:64; Lk 22:67) echoes the divine name (Ex 3:14). Jesus then switched to His 
favorite self-designation Son of Man and quoted from Ps 110:2 and Dan 7:13. To be seated at the right hand was an 
honor (cp. 10:37,40). Coming with the clouds of heaven is often understood as a reference to the second coming, 
but all of you will see leads some interpreters to understand that Jesus was referring to His post-ascension 
enthronement in heaven. 
14:63. Tearing one’s clothes symbolized grief (Gen 37:34; Jos 7:6; 2Sam 1:11-12; 2Ki 2:12) or horror at blasphemy 
(2Ki 18:37; 19:1). Witnesses were no longer needed since Jesus had incriminated Himself by claiming He was the 
Messiah. 
14:64. Deserving of death indicates death by stoning for blasphemy (Lv 24:10-16). 
14:65. To spit in a person’s face (Mt 26:67) was the ultimate insult (Num 12:14; Dt 25:9; Job 30:9-10). Jesus 
predicted this would happen (Mk 10:34; cp. 15:19). Isaiah described this as one of the sufferings of the Servant of the 
Lord (Isa 50:6). 
14:66. This picks up from verse 54. The phrase the courtyard below indicates Jesus’ hearing was held in the hall 
above the entry level to the high priest’s house. 
14:67. As Peter stood in the courtyard of the high priest’s house (see note at v. 54), a servant said she had seen him 
with that Nazarene (a contemptuous usage, as is “the Galilean,” Mt 26:69). 
14:68. Many manuscripts do not include and a rooster crowed. Only Mark recorded Jesus as predicting a rooster 
would crow twice (vv. 29-31). This is a logical place for the first crowing even though it apparently escaped Peter’s 
notice. 
14:69. The phrase when the servant saw him again seems to imply that the same servant confronted Peter again, but 
Matthew said it was a different person (Mt 26:71). This time those standing nearby were made aware of Peter’s 
identity. 
14:70. The tense of the word denied suggests Peter repeatedly denied knowing Jesus. Peter’s accent identified him as 
a Galilean (Mt 26:73). 
14:71. Peter’s denials escalated. To curse (Gk anathematize) means to call down God’s curse on oneself (cp. Ac 
23:12,14,21). To swear refers to taking an oath in God’s name. Peter’s cursing and swearing backed his strongest 
denial— I don’ t know this man. 
14:72. Immediately links Peter’s third denial to the fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy (14:26-31). Jesus turned and looked 
at Peter (Lk 22:61) and then he remembered Jesus’ prediction and his own vow of steadfastness. 
 
CHAPTER 15 -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
15:1. This verse is often seen as a third Jewish trial in which the whole Sanhedrin legalized their verdict in the morning 
(cp. Lk 22:66-71). Decisions reached at night were not binding. Being handed... over (Gk paradidomi) is repeatedly 
emphasized in this chapter (vv. 1,10,15) and throughout Mark. Pilate was a Roman official among the Jews from a.d. 
26-36. 
15:2. Pilate focused on whether Jesus claimed to be King of the Jews. This is the first use of this title in Mark’s Gospel, 
but Pilate used it several times (vv. 2,9,12,26; cp. v. 32). 
15:3-5. Pilate’s question involves a double negative. It is matched by Mark’s double negative that Jesus did not answer 
anything. Pilate was amazed at Jesus’ silence because he could free Him if His answers were satisfactory. 
15:6. Mark is silent about Pilate’s attempt to extricate himself from the situation by sending Jesus to Herod Antipas (cp. 
Lk 23:5-12), the same Herod as in Mk 6:14-29. Here, in 15:6-15, Pilate tried another maneuver involving a custom 
to release for the people a prisoner. This custom is not documented outside the NT and was apparently done only at 
the Passover festival (Jn 18:39). 
15:7. The rebels who were in prison with Barabbas probably included the two criminals who were crucified with 
Jesus. Mark gave no other details about the rebellion, which may indicate that his readers were familiar with it and 
thus did not need him to spell it out. 



15:8-9. The crowd, coached by Jesus’ enemies, asked Pilate to follow his custom of releasing a prisoner. Pilate 
instinctively offered them the King of the Jews (vv. 2,9,12,26). Thus Pilate unknowingly confessed Jesus’ true status. 
15:10. Pilate recognized that envy was why the chief priests wanted Jesus dead. 
15:11-12. Again the chief priests (vv. 1,3,10) manipulated the course of events. Stirred up suggests they incited the 
crowd to riot. Ironically, the crowd chose Barabbas (“son of the father”) over Jesus, the true Son of the Father. 
15:13. This is Mark’s first reference to crucifixion. None of Jesus’ death predictions specifically mentioned crucifixion, 
though He had hinted at it (8:34). 

15:15. Willing to gratify the crowd at the cost of justice, Pilate handed Jesus over. 

15:16. Company reflects the Greek equivalent of the Latin “cohort,” which totaled 600 soldiers. Mark did not 
use “company” in its technical sense, but he meant to indicate that a large group of soldiers mocked Jesus. 
15:17. The soldiers used makeshift substitutes for the robe... crown, and scepter of a king. Purple was a royal 
color. 
15:18. Hail, King of the Jews was a mocking corruption of the greeting, “Hail, Caesar.” 
15:19. The verbs in this verse are in the imperfect tense, indicating repeated action. They beat the King of 
the Jews on the head with his own scepter ( reed) to indicate, as they believed, the weakness of His reign. 
15:20. The phrase led Him out to crucify Him refers to the centurion and the execution squad, not to the 
company of soldiers. 
15:21. Roman soldiers had the right to press citizens of subject nations into compulsory service (Mt 5:41), so 
they forced Simon to carry Jesus’ cross. Simon was a Jewish Cyrenian from the north coast of Africa. He was 
the father of Alexander and Rufus, indicating that readers in Rome probably knew these men (Rm 16:13). 
Simon apparently became a Christian due to this experience. 
15:22. Golgotha is Aramaic for Skull Place. The traditional site of the crucifixion is the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher, located outside the city walls (Lv 24:14; Num 15:35-36; Heb 13:12). 
15:23. Wine mixed with myrrh was a primitive narcotic. The offer fulfilled Ps 69:21. 
15:24. They crucified Him is all Mark wrote about the main event of the gospel. The crucifixion took place on 
Friday, now known as Good Friday. That the four soldiers of the execution squad divided His clothes and 
cast lots for them fulfilled Ps 22:18 (cp. Jn 19:23-24). 
15:25. Nine in the morning is literally “the third hour.” Jews reckoned time of the daylight from sunrise. 
15:26. The charge on which a person was condemned was often written on a placard and hung around his 
neck. In Jesus’ case, it was nailed to His cross (Jn 19:19). All four Gospels record the words differently (cp. Mt 
27:37; Lk 23:38; Jn 19:19), possibly because the inscription was trilingual (Jn 19:20). THE KING OF THE JEWS 
ironically proclaimed the truth about Jesus. 
15:27. Criminals is the word used to describe Barabbas in Jn 18:40 (cp. Mk 14:48). Jesus’ crucifixion between 
“criminals” was meant as a parody of His kingship (as if He had attendants on either side) but by God’s 
design the whole event really was His royal enthronement. The phrase one on His right and one on His left 
recalls the request of James and John (John 10:37,40). 
15:29-30. Insults means “blasphemies.” Those who passed by were thus guilty of the very thing for which the 
Sanhedrin had condemned Jesus (14:64). The bystanders’ insults and shaking of their heads fulfilled Ps 22:7 
and Lam 2:15. 
15:31. Once again the chief priests led the mockery of Jesus. Their derision along with that of the scribes 
went to the heart of Jesus’ mission: To save others, Jesus refused to save Himself (10:45). 
15:32. The religious leaders’ mockery recalls the second charge Jesus faced before the Sanhedrin (14:61). 
Mark reported that the two crucified with Jesus also taunted Him. One of them repented (Lk 23:39-43). 
15:33. Noon was literally “the sixth hour,” and three in the afternoon was “the ninth hour.” The darkness was 
supernatural and represented God’s judgment (Ex 10:21-23; Am 8:9-10). 
15:34. At 3:00 p.m. Jesus cried out with a loud voice the Aramaic phrase, Eloi, Eloi, lemá sabachtháni. As 
usual, Mark provided a translation. Even when Jesus felt most forsaken by God, He affirmed His relationship 
with His Father— My God, My God, quoting the opening words of Ps 22:1. Jesus endured God’s wrath as the 



sin-bearer. 
15:35-36. Perhaps bystanders mistook Eloi for Elijah (Aram Eli) since there was a tradition in Judaism that 
Elijah would return (9:11-13; Mal 4:5). Sour wine, made with vinegar and water, was a drink of the soldiers, 
not the wine of verse 23. This action fulfilled Ps 69:21. 
15:37. The content of Jesus’ loud cry (reported by all three Synoptic Gospels) is specified in Jn 19:30—”It is 
finished.” Luke recorded Jesus’ final words (Lk 23:46). 
15:38. The curtain of the sanctuary hung before the holy of holies in the temple. Its tearing symbolizes 
unhindered access to God, made possible because of Jesus’ atonement for sin on the cross (Heb 6:19-20; 9:3; 
10:19-22). 
15:39. The Gentile centurion who presided over the execution was the first in Mark’s Gospel to confess Jesus 
as God’ s Son (cp. 1:11,24; 3:11; 5:9; 9:7). His confession matched Mark’s opening statement (1:1). 
15:40. This is the first reference to Mary Magdalene in Mark. Jesus expelled seven demons from her (16:9; Lk 
8:2). She came from Magdala on the western side of the Sea of Galilee. Mary the mother of James the 
younger and of Joses is called “the other Mary” in Mt 27:61. Possibly she was the mother of James the son of 
Alphaeus (Mk 3:18). Salome is named only in Mark (v. 40; 16:1). She was the mother of James and John, the 
sons of Zebedee (Mt 20:20; 27:56). 
15:41. In Mark, only women (v. 41; 1:31) and angels (1:13) serve or help (Gk diakoneo) Jesus. The many other 
women who made the pilgrimage to Jerusalem did so for Passover. 
15:42-47. Jesus’ burial, an important element in early Christian proclamation (1Co 15:3-4), is recorded also in 
Mt 27:57-61; Lk 23:50-56; and Jn 19:38-42. 
15:42. Jesus’ burial was hastily performed because it was already evening on Friday. The Sabbath was soon 
to begin, a time when burial labors were not permitted. Preparation day (the day before the Sabbath) was 
when pious Jews prepared whatever they needed for the Sabbath. 
15:43. Joseph of Arimathea was a secret follower of Jesus (Mt 27:57; Jn 19:38). That he was a prominent 
member of the Sanhedrin and opposed their verdict (Lk 23:51) shows that this group was not unanimous in 
its decision to execute Jesus (cp. Mk 14:55,64; 15:1). Joseph went boldly to Pilate to ask for Jesus’ body. This 
contrasts with his formerly secret discipleship (Jn 19:38). The Romans often let criminals rot on their crosses, 
but the Jews objected to leaving the dead hanging overnight (Dt 21:22-23). 
15:44. Crucifixion victims often survived for days before dying. Jesus died in about six hours. Thus He 
surprised Pilate a second time (v. 5). 
15:45. Pilate gave Joseph Jesus’ body without demanding the bribe that families sometimes had to pay to 
retrieve the bodies of their loved ones. 
15:46. To seal the tomb and prevent looting, they rolled a stone against the entrance. The large, circular, flat 
stone rolled in a track cut into the rock at the tomb entrance. 

15:47. The women who witnessed Jesus’ death also witnessed His burial. 


