
HEBREWS 1 & 2 – SELECTED COMMENTARY 
 
Heb. 1:1–2:18 Jesus Is  Superior to Angel ic Beings. A summary of who Jesus is (1:1–4) culminates in 
the announcement of his superiority to angels. This superiority is proven first in his unique quality as Son of 
God (1:5–14), and second in his humanity as Son of Man, which permits him to serve as the perfect founder 
of salvation (2:5–18). Amid this comes the first warning/exhortation (2:1–4). 
 
Heb. 1:14 minister ing spir i ts . Angels are called “ministers” in v. 7. Their particular role is to serve those 
who are to inheri t  sa lvat ion, that is, Christian believers. Salvation (see 2:3; 6:9) is possible only through 
Jesus’ work (2:10; 5:9; 9:28). The angels’ important role still pales in comparison to Jesus’ authority as Son of 
God exalted at the “right hand of the Majesty” (1:3, 13). 
 
Heb. 2:1 Therefore. Since Jesus is superior to the angels, we must pay much c loser attent ion to 
what we have heard because this message of the Son of God is also superior to prior revelation, which 
came through angels (cf. v. 2). To dr i f t  away results in dangerous “neglect” of the message (v. 3). 
 
Heb. 2:2 The message declared by angels  is the Mosaic law, which was given by angels (deduced in 
Jewish tradition from Deut. 33:2; see Acts 7:53; Gal. 3:19). re l iable. Even though the revelation in Christ is 
superior (Heb. 1:2; 2:3–4), the author does not diminish the importance of the Mosaic law, which was 
“reliable” and which bears just  retr ibut ion (the word use here means, “reward, recompense”; which 
conveys legal sanctions). every transgress ion or disobedience. Two words here express both a 
refusal to follow and a refusal to heed the law. Every act of disobedience merits retribution—all sin merits 
punishment. 
 
Heb. 2:3 how shal l  we escape? If the Mosaic law came with retribution for failure to follow and obey it 
(v. 2), then surely the greater salvation announced by the Lord comes with more dangerous retribution for 
those who neglect it. sa lvat ion. See note on 1:14. declared. Jesus himself (the Lord; cf. 1:10; 13:20) 
first announced this salvation, and his superiority proves the superiority of this revelation. attested. The 
word used here also conveys a sense of assurance and confirmation. by those who heard. Eyewitnesses 
to Jesus’ life and teaching. Apparently the audience (and probably the author) of Hebrews were not 
eyewitnesses of Jesus, but received the testimony from others. 
 
Heb. 2:14–15 A human Savior was necessary, because human beings (chi ldren) are in need of a 
propitiatory sacrifice (see note on v. 17) and a sympathetic high priest (vv. 17–18). share in f lesh and 
blood. Jesus was fully human, as the “children” are and as the high priest had to be (see 5:1–2). Jesus’ 
death, by cleansing his followers of sin, destroys the death grip of the devi l  (cf. 1 John 3:8) and gives hope 
and deliverance to those who were in s lavery to the fear of death. the one who has the power of 
death. Satan’s power is not absolute, but is under the control of God, who ultimately rules over life and 
death (Deut. 32:39; Job 2:6; Ps. 90:3; 139:16; Rev. 1:18). Nevertheless, Satan “was a murderer from the 
beginning” (John 8:44), and he does have power to harm people to some extent (cf. Mark 5:2–5; Luke 
13:16). The verse at least means Satan has power to work in the realm of death, and to incite people into 
sin that leads to death (cf. Rom. 6:16, 23). However, the emphasis of the verse is not on Satan’s power but 
on Christ’s triumph over Satan and over death. 
 
Heb. 2:16 Angels recalls the superiority of the Son to angels (see notes on 1:1–2:18; 1:6) and the need 
for him to partake of human nature. Offspr ing of Abraham connects to the OT story, referring not 



merely to Jewish Israel but also to the more expansive promises to Abraham (Gen. 12:1–3; 17:4–21; see 
Heb. 6:13–7:10; 11:8–19). 
 
Heb. 2:17 had to be. Unless Jesus became fully human in every respect (except for sin), he could not 
represent believers as their high priest. l ike his brothers. emphasizing Jesus’ human nature. high pr iest . 
See also 3:1–2; 4:14–5:10; 6:19–20; 7:11–10:18; 13:8–13. Jesus must be human in order to serve as high 
priest on behalf of humanity. Propit iat ion (Gk. hilaskomai) conveys the sense of an atoning sacrifice that 
puts away sin and satisfies God’s wrath (cf. Deut. 21:8; Ps. 25:11; 65:3; 78:38; 79:9; Luke 18:13; see note 
on Rom. 3:25 below). 
  

Rom. 3:25 Jesus’ b lood “propitiated” or satisfied God’s wrath (1:18), so that his holiness was not 
compromised in forgiving sinners. Some scholars have argued that the word propit iat ion should be 
translated expiation (the wiping away of sin), but the word cannot be restricted to the wiping away of 
sins as it also refers to the satisfaction or appeasement of God’s wrath, turning it to favor. God’s 
righteous anger needed to be appeased before sin could be forgiven, and God in his love sent his 
Son (who offered himself willingly) to satisfy God’s holy anger against sin. In this way God 
demonstrated his r ighteousness, which here refers particularly to his holiness and justice. God’s 
justice was called into question because in his patience he had overlooked former sins. In other 
words, how could God as the utterly Holy One tolerate human sin without inflicting full punishment 
on human beings immediately? Paul’s answer is that God looked forward to the cross of Christ where 
the full payment for the guilt of sin would be made, where Christ would die in the place of sinners. In 
the OT, propitiation (or the complete satisfaction of the wrath of God) is symbolically foreshadowed 
in several incidents: Exodus 32:11–14; Numbers 25:8, 11; Joshua 7:25–26. 

 
Heb. 2:18 suf fered. Jesus’ sufferings as a human, especially his death (vv. 9–10). tempted. Jesus, as high 
priest, was tempted in every way and yet did not sin (4:15; also 7:26). help. Jesus is a sympathetic and 
merciful high priest who knows human spiritual infirmities since he experienced the full range of temptations, 
and he has atoned for transgressions. 


