
H.A. IRONSIDE ON HEBREWS 6:1-9 

Ironside defends the posit ion that bel ievers are eternal ly secure in their sa lvat ion. So-cal led 
“bel ievers” that fa l l  away, as descr ibed in this passage, were never truly bel ievers from the start.  
They had an outward appearance of fa i th, but the Holy Spir i t  hadn’t  invaded their hearts and 
restored them. This is  a l l  too common in our day, and very much so in Tal lahassee! At City 
Church, we commonly cal l  th is “Southern Comfort Christ iani ty.”  

“Some object to the thought that anyone could go as far as these apostates had gone without being 
regenerated but verse 9 is proof positive that such is this case. Notice the five things that are stated of these who had 
turned back: 

1. They had at one time been enlightened as to the claims of Jesus the Messiah. 
2. They had tasted the sweetness of the heavenly gift, but this does not in itself imply that they eaten of 

the Living Bread. 
3. They were made partakers of the Holy Spirit. The definite article is purposely omitted in the original. 

It was not that the Holy Spirit as a divine person had ever indwelt them, but they had participated in 
the blessing that Spirit had given them. 

4. They had tasted the good Word of God, having listened to the good news of the gospel and to a 
certain extent appreciated the message that it brought. 

5. They had been eyewitnesses of the works of power of the coming age, as were all who beheld the 
mighty miracles wrought by our Lord and His apostles.  

Now as we consider each of these items separately it will, I think, become clearly manifest that might be true 
of persons who had never experienced the regenerating grace of the Spirit of God. 

Everyone who listens to the message of the new dispensation is thereby enlightened, for “the darkness is past, 
and the true light now shineth” (1 John 2:8), and the Light illuminates all who come under its gracious influence. But 
alas, men may refuse the Light and, by turning away from it, go back into darkness. How many there are who have 
been deeply stirred as they heard of the Gift of God’s Son from heaven and yet have never, like the Samaritan 
woman, judged themselves in the presence of the Lord and truly eaten the Sacred Food. To be a “partaker of the 
Holy Spirit” is not at all the same thing as to be born of the Spirit, sealed by the Spirit, indwelt by the Spirit, anointed 
by the Spirit, baptized by the Spirit into the body of Christ, or filled with the Spirit. It is simply to be made aware of the 
mighty power of the Sprit working upon the hearts and minds of men bringing conviction, and wooing the heart 
toward Christ. One might tremble under this supernatural power and yet turn away from the message of the Sprit 
which if truly believed would bring life and peace. Many, too, who have listened eagerly to the Gospel, the good 
Word of God, and have recognized to a certain extent the preciousness of the message, have failed to eat the Word. 
Jesus did not say, “He that tasteth of me shall live by me”; but, “He that eateth me shall live by me.” It is a definite act 
of faith which becomes a habit of life. Then it is important to notice that the powers of the coming age (not the world 
to come, merely) are the works that will characterize the return of our Lord and the millennial kingdom; in other 
words, miracles which were given as a sign to the Jew in order to authenticate the ministry of our Lord and His 
apostles. We read in John of many who believed on Him when they saw the signs that He did, yet who went back 
and walked no more with Him. And so it seems clear that these apostates were persons who had an outward 
acquaintance with Christianity but never knew what it was to receive the Lord Jesus as their own personal Savior. 
Definitely authenticated by works of power as He was, they still turned away from Him, and in doing so crucified for 
themselves the Son of God afresh, making a show of Him. This would be true of all who turned back from 
Christianity to Judaism.” 


