
CITYGROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
        

   
    Week 9 (Galat ians 3:15-29)       #CityGroupsTally    
    Week of November 13th, 2016              
     
REMINDERS for leaders: 

 

Here’s a few reminders… 
• !  VIDEO: Each week we will have a video for you to show at your group meeting.  
• We are in the home stretch! Do you have anyone in your group being apprenticed as a 

future group leader? Please let your coach and Craig know if your group is ready to multiply in 
the Spring (or even considering it). We would love to help you work out a multiplication plan! 
You will need three basic ingredients for a healthy multiplication:  

1. An Approved Group Leader  (apprenticed & willing lead the new group.)  
2. A Host Home  and … 
3. A Launch Team  (of 6-8 committed people.)  

• Let us know, we are here to help and pray with you!  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
1. Thanksgiv ing Food Drive: Donate canned goods and non-perishable items to benefit Godby 

High School families. Fill a bag and drop it off in the lobby Sunday mornings until Thanksgiving. 
 

2.  Christmas on the Moon: Sign up to serve at www.ChristmasOnTheMoon.com  
 

3. Galat ians Onl ine Devo’s: Don’t forget the Galatians Devo’s online at 
www.citychurchtallahassee.com/galatians  

 
BIG IDEA(s):  
 
God gave us “the law” so we would seek grace and His grace drives us towards obedience; 
living holy lives for His glory. The most basic rudiments of the law are found in the 10 
Commandments and when our lives are measured up to them, we sense our great need for 
forgiveness through faith in Jesus Christ. Just as the law levels the playing field for all people, 
so does the Gospel unite people of every race, income level, and gender. Unity in Christ can 
be uncomfortable but it is part of being in God’s family.  
 
PRAY: Pray for your group’s gathering and for the Spirit to equip us to follow Jesus into the world. 



READ: Galatians 3:15-29 
 
HEAD (20 minutes)   

! WATCH THIS WEEK’S VIDEO  

1) Pop Quiz! Can anyone name all the 10 Commandments? (Exodus 20:1-17) How many 
of them have you broken or kept?  

 

2) Why was the law given? (vs. 19)  
• What are some reasons God waited to send Jesus until after the law was given? 
• How did the law and the promise (vs. 18) work together to point people to Jesus?  
 

3) Why does Paul describe the law as a “guardian”? (Vs. 24) (The law prepares us for the 
promise, showing our desperate need for God. The law takes our hand like a child walking to school on a 
busy street, opens our eyes to the overwhelming standard for righteousness ahead and points us to our 
desperate need of a Savior.) 
 

4) Since Christ has freed us from the curse of the law, what role should the law play in 
our lives today?  (We are not free to ignore the law. It continues to express God’s will for His people. 
The gospel frees us to obey the law because we are saved rather than to be saved.) 

 

HEART:  (15 minutes) Gal. 3:25-29 
 

1) Honestly, what are some reasons you obey God? Good or bad. (Not why should you but 
why DO you obey?)  

• What is one motivation for obedience you would like to see change in your life? 
 

2) In verses 25 & 29 God calls us His ‘sons’ or ‘heirs’ through faith in Christ.  
• Do you see yourself like God sees you? Why or why not?  
• What are some ways you can remind yourself of these truths when you don’t feel like a 

‘son’ or when God doesn’t feel like a ‘Father’?  
• How might this shift in perspective give you new reasons to obeying God? 

(Children act differently around their parents than they do strangers. They may run from a stranger or 
they may obey but it comes from  fear rather than love. When a child is unconditionally loved and knows 
they are accepted in the family; though they are still sinners they will be more likely to respond in loving 
obedience. We all can learn from this special parent-child relationship.)  

 

3) How could vs. 28-29 help City Church grow more diverse? Why is that important? 
• How might feeling ‘uncomfortable’ at church actually be a good sign that we are growing 

more diverse?  
• Are you pursuing any relationships with people of other races? Why or why not? 

 

HANDS (15 Minutes)  

1) What stood out to you most from Galatians 3?  How might that apply to your life on a 
practical level?  

 

2) Which of the 10 commandments do you need to apply most to your life this week?  
 
 

Pray: Take a few moments to share prayer requests and pray for one another and your lost friends. 



Commentary: Galatians 3:15-29 (To give you more insight into each verse & for hard questions) 
 

3:15. Paul made his point by using an “example” of a last will and testament (“human covenant”). When executed 
legally, such a document cannot be changed. 
 
3:16-17. The use of the singular “seed” is Paul’s biblical basis for saying that Christ is the one who fulfilled God’s 
“promises... to Abraham.” However, the Jews are still the physical seed of Abraham and those in Christ are his 
spiritual seed (v. 29). Because of the nature of “a covenant” (v. 15), the Mosaic law—and “the works of the law” 
(2:16)—cannot override the role of Christ in fulfilling the Abrahamic covenant or Abraham’s example of justifying 
faith. 

3:18. The exalted position of “the law” with the Jewish teachers who had come to the Galatians did not fit the 
biblical teaching. God’s ea earlier promise given to “Abraham” was the proper basis for their spiritual 
“inheritance.” 

 3:19-20. The divine purpose of “the law” was to clarify sin until Christ (“the Seed;” see note at vv. 16-17) came. 
Acts 7:38 says that an angel was involved as a “mediator” (a “go-between”), which was needed because the law 
was a two-party contract, with both “God” and Israel responsible for keeping it. The Abrahamic covenant was a 
one-party contract, as seen in the way the Lord ratified the covenant as the only active party (Abram was asleep) 
in Gen. 15:9-12. Such a covenant is unconditional.  
 
There are three types of OT law to keep in mind: 1. Civil 2. Ceremonial and 3. Moral. 
The law had at least three functions:  
1. For people to live distinct lives that pointed to a distinct God      
2. To restrain us from evil to a degree  
3. To show us our inability to save ourselves and to cause us to seek grace from the Savior. 
 
3:21. In verses 21-25 Paul emphasized the relationship between law and promise. The apostle had just finished 
explaining that the law could not bestow the blessing promised solely by grace. Such blessing was to come only 
through fulfillment of the promise given to Abraham hundreds of years before the law. Both Paul’s enemies and 
his supporters may have wondered if the apostle would take the next step in logic and declare the law as actually 
working against (“opposed to”) the fulfillment of that promise. Instead, Paul expressed horror and shock at the 
thought. “Absolutely not!” The law did have a purpose, but it was not designed to “impart life.” So how could 
anyone think that the law could compete with the promise, which was designed to impart life? Indeed, if 
righteousness could be gained through any law, surely this law would provide it. The Mosaic law is good, pure, 
and true. But even this law, as good as it is, has no capacity to give life. The problem is not in the law itself but in 
our sinful disobedience that the law reveals. Thus the law shows the hopelessness of our situation apart from 
divine grace. 
 
3:22. Through the law, the Scripture declares every person a “prisoner of sin,” locked securely with no possibility 
of escape. The inmate is helplessly confined. The sentence is death. Thoughts of the future prompt despair. Only 
at this point does the prisoner see the need for the Savior, Jesus Christ, who has made it possible for the sinner 
to have a relationship with God according to the promise made to Abraham. 
 
3:23. Those “held prisoner by the law” see no way of release except through obeying the law (the law acts like a 
warden in this prison of sin). The law is an instrument of imprisonment and condemnation. It condemns, 
however, in order that the lawbreaker or sinner might seek deliverance. By exposing human wickedness and 
eliminating avenues of self-justification, the convicted sinner is drawn to the only Source of redemption—Jesus. 



Only when “faith (was) revealed.” The article “the” appears before the noun faith in the Greek language. Paul 
used the designation “the faith” to refer to the gospel message. Only when this truth was revealed could 
prisoners of sin hope to find release. Such faith, of course, is faith in Christ. This faith was made known at the 
coming of Christ. It is shared through the proclamation of the gospel and its significance is revealed to individuals 
through the illumination of the Holy Spirit. 
 
3:24. In this verse Paul switched from a prisoner metaphor to guardian tutor metaphor as another way to explain 
the purpose of the law. The law “was put in charge” (“was our schoolmaster” in KJV) as a stern disciplinarian with 
the ultimate purpose that we trust Christ. Some have interpreted this verse to mean that the law guides our 
educational development or oversees a strict moral standard, either of which eventually leads us to a level of 
moral or educational development whereby the individual is brought into a right standing with God. That is, they 
propose that the law offers an external standard as an incentive for self-improvement. This interpretation, 
however, is not consistent with what Paul wrote elsewhere in Galatians about the law. Self-improvement and 
personal development apart from Christ do nothing to free the prisoner. 
 
The law does not lead us to Christ by drawing us away from our sins but rather by revealing them so clearly to 
us that we see ourselves standing before God without any hope of self-justification. The law is a teacher or a 
guide that heightens our awareness of our sins to the point where we see ourselves as helpless and hopeless 
apart from Christ. Thus the law helps us see more clearly our need for a Savior. 
 
3:25. Now that “faith” (“the faith” in the Greek language) has come through Jesus Christ, we no longer need the 
supervision of the law as our schoolmaster. By the phrase “now that faith has come,” Paul referred to all the 
events related to Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. The apostle did not mean that persons in the Old 
Testament entered into a right relationship with God by works, while we who live on this side of the cross and 
resurrection are justified by faith. 
Because of what Christ has done, those who accept Him by faith are set free from the bondage of sin and death 
that the law justly imposed because of our rebellion and unbelief. The bondage endured under the schoolmaster 
has been replaced by freedom under Jesus Christ. The burdensome rituals are no longer needed. Neither must 
we bear the continual condemnation the law brings. Christ has delivered us with a love that accepts us 
completely on the basis of His perfect sacrifice. 

3:26. Verse 26 is the key to understanding this passage. Paul countered the divisive teaching promoted by the 
Judaizers by declaring that “all” the Galatian believers, Jews and Gentiles alike, had received the promise as 
evidenced by their relationship with God through Christ. That relationship came, not through keeping the law 
but through faith in Jesus Christ. Therefore, they were “sons of God.” They had entered full adult sonship. The 
services of a pedagogue to guide them were no longer required. They could enjoy the privileges and freedom of their 
sonship.  

3:27-29. Not only are those who have faith in Christ Jesus“Abraham’s sons”(v. 7), but they are also adopted sons 
of God (4:5-7; Rom. 8:14-17). Paul used the image of a person emerging from the water after being baptized to 
put on new clothes. The equality and unity spoken of here is of a spiritual nature—in Christ. Paul had just 
discussed at length that the Jew has no spiritual advantage over the Greek (Gentile), and now he says the same 
equality is true for social and gender distinctions. No one people group or gender is to be exalted above others. 
To be Abraham’s seed is the same thing as being his “sons” (v. 7), but now the additional element of being heirs 
is introduced, previewing 4:7 (Rom. 8:15-17). 

“It	  (Law)	  was	  added	  in	  order	  that	  we	  might	  realize	  that	  God	  is	  right	  to	  condemn	  us	  all,	  and	  to	  give	  our	  minds	  no	  rest	  
from	  anxious	  and	  tortuous	  thoughts,	  in	  order	  that	  our	  despair	  might	  lead	  us	  to	  find	  hope	  in	  his	  promise.”	  John	  Calvin 


