
CITYGROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
        

   
    Week 6 (Galat ians 2)       #CityGroupsTally    
    Week of October 16th,  2016              
     
REMINDERS for leaders: 

 

Here’s a few reminders before you get going: 
• !  VIDEO: Each week we will have a video for you to show at your group meeting.  
• Find an Apprent ice or Co-Leader. Be ready to: Replace Yourself & Multiply. My challenge 

for EVERY group leader is to find someone you can teach about leading a group. Ever since Jesus, the 
gospel has spread and churches have grown by individuals teaching others what they know. This will 
also free you up as you hand away responsibility.  

• Test imony this week: Have someone in your group share their ‘testimony’. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

1. Serve Together “Concess ions”:  Would your City Group like to serve schools in our city by doing 
‘concessions’ for them? (Dates: Oct 28 & Nov. 4) Contact Travis at 850-296-4803 or 
smith.travis89@gmail.com  

 

2. Pastor Appreciat ion Month: We would like to each City Group to write encouraging notes for 
Pastor Dean and turn them in at the Connect Desk on Sunday mornings. Due 10/23. Thanks! 

 
3. Bapt isms & NEXT Class:  Next Sun 10/23. Is there anyone in your group that would like to 

be baptized or to become a City Church “owner”? Sign up online. 
 
BIG IDEA(s):  
 
In Galatians 2 we see a clash of the titans. Paul vs. Peter! The apostle Paul confronted the 
apostle Peter publically because of his hypocrisy. Peter believed the same gospel but simply 
failed to live out his convictions. Peter was reminded that his life needed to be realigned 
with the gospel. And if Peter needs this, so do we! Following Jesus does not mean we are 
always looking to pick a fight, but it does mean we should boldly stand up for the gospel and 
confront one another when we fail to live out the gospel in our daily lives. How we live 
communicates to others what we believe. This week, we’ll examine Paul’s confrontation 
with Peter and how we can passionately preserve and proclaim the gospel.  
 



PRAY: Pray for your group’s gathering and for the Spirit to equip us to follow Jesus into the world. 
 

TESTIMONY: Have someone in the group prepped to share their ‘testimony’ with the group.  
  
READ: Galatians 2:1-21 (the whole chapter!) 
 

HEAD (20 minutes)   

! WATCH THIS WEEK’S VIDEO  

1) Have you ever confronted another Christian about their sin or doctrine? What was hard 
for you and how did they respond? (Like Paul we should be willing to gracefully confront Christians, even 
influential leaders, when they add external behaviors to internal belief in Christ to be saved. Confrontation is an 
opportunity.) 

 

 

2) Why did Paul confront Peter? (Gal. 2:11- 14) What are some causes of Peter’s hypocrisy?  
 

3) What types of people do you feel like avoiding at church? Why? (lifestyle, theology, race, 
popularity, financial status etc.) What does real Christian unity look like and what is it built upon? 
(An American Christian should have more in common with a gospel-believing, Arabic speaking Syrian refugee than 
with a non-believer across the street. But who would you rather go eat with? Why? What does this reveal?) 
 

4) Doctrine: How would you explain “justification by faith” to an un-churched friend? (Vs. 15-
17) (To be justified is to be declared not guilty, free from condemnation and acceptable to God; innocent.)  

• How is the justification of a sinner different from having one's sins ignored or swept 
under the rug? 

 

HEART:  (15 minutes) 

1) Do you ever feel guilty or insecure in your relationship with God? What might this 
indicate about your view of the gospel (or justification)? How do you combat this feeling?  
 

2) What does your life communicate to those who look up to you as a believer? (Peter’s actions 
were negatively affecting those who looked up to him and communicating a false gospel.)  

• Does your life point people more to a gospel of rules or of grace?  
• What are some ways you could motivate yourself and those who look up to you with the gospel 

rather than legalism. 

3) How might vs. 19-20 impact your desire to worship God? (If you are “crucified with Christ” and if 
the “Son of God, loved me and gave Himself for me” then this ought to have an impact on the affections of your 
heart; causing a love and joy to well up in praise of God. ) 
 

HANDS (15 Minutes) 

1) How are you personally caring for the poor? (See Vs. 10) What is one practical way you 
can care for the poor this month?  
 

2) The apostles were passionate about both preserving and proclaiming the gospel (vs. 7-10). What is one 
practical way you can communicate the gospel to someone this week? How was last week? 
 
 

Pray: Take a few moments to share prayer requests and pray for one another and your lost friends. 



Commentary: Galatians 2 (To help give you insight into each verse & for hard questions)  

2:1. This reference to 14 years could be to a full 14 calendar years or 12 full years and fractions of the first and last. The 
time could look back to: (1) Paul’s conversion (1:15-16), (2) Paul’s previous trip to Jerusalem (1:18-19), or (3) Paul’s trip to 
Syria and Cilicia (1:21). Paul’s relationship with Barnabas, whose name means “Son of Encouragement” (Ac 4:36), began in 
Jerusalem (Ac 9:27). Titus was a convert under Paul (Titus 1:4) who became an effective minister (2Co 2:13; 7:13;). 
 
2:2. Paul “presented... the gospel” he was preaching to the leaders (at least James, Peter, and John; see note at v. 9) for 
the sake of helpful discussion. The phrase “might not be running... in vain” reflects concern over brewing disunity in the 
church. Paul’s meeting privately with the leaders (lit “the recognized ones”) in Jerusalem makes it unlikely he was talking 
about the Jerusalem Council, which was larger and more public (Ac 15:6,12). 
 
2:3-5. To make it clear that he had not adjusted his gospel message during this private conference with the church 
leadership in Jerusalem, Paul used Titus as a test case. Had Paul caved in to the view that had recently been preached in 
the Galatian churches (that it was necessary for a Gentile to be circumcised and keep the Mosaic law to become a 
Christian; 2:16; 5:2-3), Titus, a Gentile convert, would have been compelled to be circumcised, but he was not, reflecting 
the fact that Paul’s gospel was accepted by the recognized church leaders in Jerusalem. “False brothers” reflects that they 
were not really Christians. This group heard that Paul was having private discussions about the gospel and the Gentiles, and 
they found a deceptive way to “crash the party” to try to curtail “freedom... in Christ” and enslave Christians to the law, 
which was happening in the Galatian churches (5:1). To maintain the truth of the gospel, Paul did not submit even 
momentarily to their argument about circumcision. 
 
2:6. James, Peter, and John were the recognized “pillars” of the church (v. 9). “What they really were... God does not 
show favoritism” was not meant as disparaging to them. However, as Paul recounted in verses 11-14, he encountered 
problems in Syrian Antioch from: (1) those who were claiming authority from James (v. 12), and (2) Peter’s hypocritical 
attempt to appease that group. 
 
2:7-10. Paul was not saying in these verses that there are two different gospel messages. Rather, he had been appointed 
by God as the apostle to the Gentiles (Ac 22:21; Rm 11:13), and Peter served as an apostle to the Jews. God was at work 
in each ministry. The unity of viewpoint between Paul and the leaders of the Jerusalem church was symbolized by the 
“right hand of fellowship”—a common sign of friendship and agreement. “To remember the poor” was the main reason 
why Paul and Barnabas had made this trip to Jerusalem (Ac 11:28-30). 
 
2:11-13. Paul had set a good example of being true to the gospel in the situation involving Titus. In contrast verses 11-13 
describe an occasion when Peter was untrue to the gospel and led others into hypocritical behavior. The situation 
occurred in Antioch, the third largest city in the Roman Empire during New Testament times and the capital of the Roman 
province of Syria. It was at Antioch that believers in Christ were first called Christians. The issue revolved around Jews and 
Gentiles eating at the same table. Numerous rituals and guidelines related to mealtimes had arisen within Judaism. One of 
these guidelines restricted Jews from having table fellowship with Gentiles who lacked the seal of God’s covenant—
circumcision. When Peter arrived in Antioch, he found Jewish and Gentile Christians eating together at mealtimes. Peter 
freely joined them in this practice, a behavior not surprising since in the situation with Cornelius, the Lord had revealed to 
Peter His equal acceptance of Gentiles who responded to Him in faith (Acts 11:1-18). 
“When certain men came from James,” however, Peter changed his behavior and withdrew from fellowship with the 
Gentiles. Who were these men who came from James, the leader of the Jerusalem church? We should not assume that 
they were the same false brothers who earlier were demanding that Titus be circumcised (Gal. 2:3-4). Apparently, the 
delegation had some loyalty to James and may even have carried letters of recommendation from him. When they saw 
Peter fellowshipping and eating with uncircumcised Gentile Christians, they were shocked. It is not clear whether their 
mere presence prompted Peter’s change in behavior or if they spoke directly to him. In any case, Peter “began to draw 
back and separate himself from the Gentiles.” The form of the verbs translated draw back and separate suggest that Peter 
gradually withdrew from fellowship meals with the Gentiles. Peter’s hypocritical behavior negatively influenced those 
around him. Other Jewish believers also began separating themselves from the Gentiles at mealtimes. Even Barnabas, a 
model of Christian encouragement, was led astray! 



 
2:14. What motivated Peter’s fear that resulted in his withdrawal from fellowship at meals with the Gentiles after certain 
men arrived from the church in Jerusalem? Perhaps he was concerned that eating with Gentiles would put his position as 
pillar of the Christian community in Jerusalem in jeopardy. Maybe he was concerned that he could not effectively witness 
to Jews if he did not strictly observe the law? Perhaps the delegation brought news from Jerusalem that influenced Peter in 
some way. Regardless of Peter’s reason, he stood condemned because he was “not acting in line with the truth of the 
gospel.” Peter was not walking a straight course. The apostle had begun wavering in his beliefs and he should have known 
better. The verb translated acting in line (““““““orthopodeo””””””) literally means “to be straightfooted.” Peter was acting 
with “hypocrisy” (2:13), not merely making an honest mistake. We have no evidence that Peter had changed his mind 
about salvation being available to the Gentiles, so his actions were inconsistent with his beliefs. 
 
2:15. It is inconsistent and illogical for privileged Jews by birth, who rejected the keeping of their very own law as the way 
to salvation, to now burden the Gentiles with the keeping of that very same law. The phrase “Gentile sinners” was 
probably spoken in irony. Quite often, the Jews could not mention Gentiles without calling them “Gentile sinners.” Yet, in 
Paul’s eyes, the sinners were the Judaizers, not the Gentile Christian believers in his church. 
 
2:16. Verse 16 is one of the most important verses in Galatians because in it Paul states the content of the gospel of grace. 
This is the first time Paul uses the word “justified” which means “to declare righteous.” Justification is the act of God, 
whereby He declares the believing sinner righteous in Jesus Christ. Negatively, Paul says “a man is not justified by 
observing the law.” Stated positively, justification is by faith in Christ Jesus.  
 
2:17-18. The opponents to this message of grace argued that if people aren’t under law then they will freely sin. They 
reasoned that people could believe in Christ but then live as they wanted and by their sinful actions make Christ a 
promoter of sin. Paul answers this accusation with an emphatic, “No!” Grace leads to freedom from sin’s slavery to obey 
God, not license to disobey Him. A person who rebuilds (that is, returns to) the law after believing in Christ will find 
himself a lawbreaker. No one except Jesus can keep the law perfectly. So to put one’s relationship with God on a legalistic 
basis is to make oneself a lawbreaker. 
 
2:19. In verses 19–20 Paul teaches about the transformation that occurs in believers. He is continuing to correct Peter for 
cowering to a legalistic system that is powerless to change lives. Paul uses the death and resurrection motif in each verse. 
First, Paul states “through the law” I died to the law. Paul may have meant by this that, when he tried to live up to the law, 
he saw that it was impossible. He saw that the penalty for failing to live up to the law was death. Seeing his clear 
condemnation according to the law drove him into the arms of grace, to rely on Jesus to save him. Or he might have 
meant that, when he saw that the law was insufficient to save him, he turned his back on the law and made it no longer of 
any influence in his life. Or he might have meant that the law demanded death for sin. Christ died because he took our 
death penalty upon Himself. By believing in Christ, His death pays for the death that the law required of us. Because I am 
united with Christ by faith, the law killed not only Him but all who are joined to Him by faith. Therefore, the believer has 
died to the law. Since we have died, the law must acquit us of further punishment. So through fulfilling the law by dying in 
Christ, we are now free from the law. Whatever Paul meant, the result is that he no longer is under the jurisdiction of the 
law. It is powerless over him. 
 
2:20. Now Paul expands upon verse 19. He died to the law (v. 19) by being crucified with Christ. He lives for God (v. 19) 
because Christ lives in him. Believers are in union with Christ. We are united with Him in His death, burial, and 
resurrection. Thus, we died with Him to the law (see Rom. 6). 

2:21. Now Paul presents his conclusion. The false-teaching Judaizers were voiding the grace of God by adding the works-
oriented law to the work of Christ. Therefore, Paul says “I do not set aside the grace of God” (as the legalists did), “for if 
righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!” If humans could be right with God by obeying the 
law, why would He send His Son to suffer and die on a cross? Paul concludes his correction of Peter by showing the utter 
absurdity of turning back to the law. The very reason Christ died on the cross to pay for sin was because the law could not 
remove sin or impart righteousness. Grace provides what the law was powerless to provide—righteousness. 


