
CITYGROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
 
HEBREWS 
Hebrews Chapters 1 & 2. (1:1-4, 2:1-3, 2:16-18) 
September 20-24, 2015       
                            #CityGroupsTally 
REMINDERS for leaders: 

1) NOW is the time to talk about mult ip l icat ion! Be on the lookout for potential leaders and 
apprentices as your group grows. Please be encouraging your group members to consider 
stepping up for future leadership opportunities. Make specific asks to the right people. Keep it 
at the forefront of their minds. 

2) Be reading through Hebrews so that you have a bigger picture awareness of what is going on 
in the book. Check out some of the resources we have available on the City Groups Blog. 
You can access it through CityGroupsTally.com 

3) Be ready for your group members to arrive. Wait at the door, greet them when they come, 
connect people to one another, encourage conversation and avoid huddles, pay attention to 
the time. 

4) Take a candid photo of your group this week and post it to social media, and/or email to 
Bryan. Use #CITYGROUPSTALLY on social media when you meet each week, when you 
hang out outside of group, when you serve together, and any other time. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS for all groups before starting discussion: 
SUNDAY VOLUNTEERS:  There are plenty of opportunities to serve on one of our 
volunteer teams: Kids, First Impressions, Production, Youth, Care/Connections. Let us know 
your interest at CityChurchTallahassee.com/Serve. 
HEBREWS: We’ll be going through the book of Hebrews in City Groups this Fall. Please read 
through the book if you can and come ready to dive in. We’ll be going about one chapter per 
week, so you can read ahead if you’d like. If you are unfamiliar with Hebrews, then this is the 
place to be! Read, Ask questions, don’t be afraid if you don’t know it all! We want to help you 
grow in your understanding of this book of the bible and how it applies directly to your life.  
GENERAL: Grow Page has many resources on how to read the Bible, you should definitely 
check it out!   

BIG IDEA:  
This week, we will talk about how Jesus is far superior to angels. Furthermore, Jesus 
was the perfect sacrifice for our sins because he was human like us, and completely 
perfect. This qualified him to die on our behalf, for our sins. This is the message that 
we must remember, or else we drift away from Christ. 
 
 
KEY TERMS: Check out page three for descriptions of Angels and Propitiation. 
 
 



Spend a few minutes catching up on what’s going on in the life of your group. 
 
READ: Read chapters 1-2 of Hebrews. Pray for your group’s gathering tonight. 
 
HEAD (10-15 minutes) 

1) Why is Jesus compared to angels? …What do angels do? What is their role? (1:14) …Why 
can’t an angel die for your sins? 

2) What difference does it make that Jesus was one of us? (2:17-18) 

3) There’s a cool word in 2:17 – “propitiation.” Have you heard of that word before? What 
does it mean? (Check out Romans 3:23-26 for a fantastic description! Some translations use “sacrifice for 
sins” or “atonement” but most use propitiation.)  

HEART:  (15-20 minutes) 

1) We never ‘graduate’ from the gospel. It is foundational to all that we believe! What are 
some things that tend to take your attention and worship away from Jesus and could cause 
you to “drift away?” (From 2:1. Clarify “the gospel” if necessary – Acts 10:38-43 &1 Cor. 15:3-4 can be 
helpful in explaining the gospel.) 

2) What are some real life warning signs that you could be drifting away from the gospel? 
(2:1. Any sin habit, slacking prayer life, overwhelmed by the need to please people, giving more attention to 
other things, etc.) 

3) What is challenging to you about verse 2:3? 

4) What is comforting to you about verses 2:14-18? 

HANDS (15-20 Minutes): 

How would you explain your need for a sacrifice for your sins (propitiation) to a lost friend? 
(Hint: don’t use the word propitiation!) 

The message of the gospel is salvation from having to be separated from God because of sin. 
Over the next week, what are some ways you can take steps toward letting this message 
have greater daily impact in your life? 

Who can you reach out to that have “drifted away” from the gospel or that haven’t heard 
the message yet? 

 

Take notes of prayer requests to send out to your group members later: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

KEY TERMS:  
Angels – Angels are cool, but Jesus is greater! Angels are spiritual created beings made by God to 1) 
serve and minister to the people of God (Hebrews 1:14) and 2) to function as priestly messengers 
into the world. Angels primarily delivered warnings to God’s people of the consequences of 
disobedience, much like what is going on in Hebrews 2:1-2. Angels delivered good news to Mary 
that she would bear Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit and angels announced to shepherds 
when Jesus would be born. Angels ministered to Jesus in the desert and in the garden of 
Gethsemane before his crucifixion. They have aided in the working out of circumstances that win 
people to Christ (Acts 8:26), however the preaching of the gospel by humans is necessary.  

Angels cannot save humans because they don’t have the same nature as humans. We needed 
a savior that was “made like us in every respect” (Hebrews 2:17) so that he could actively overcome 
temptation to sin, thus winning our salvation. Jesus took on human nature, experienced much 
temptation, but remained sinless! All the while, He remained 100% divine as creator and sustainer of 
the universe (Hebrews 1:2-3). This is why Jesus is far superior to angels. He was fully human, and 
fully God. 
 
Propitiation – a word used to describe the covering of sins by the blood of Jesus. Jesus’ perfect 
and righteous blood covers our sin resulting in the wrath of God toward sin being pleased. Because 
of the literal sacrifice of Jesus on the cross, and his blood covering our sin through faith, the wrath of 
God toward our sin was directed on Jesus instead of sinners who trust in Jesus Christ for salvation.  

“Propitiation” makes us grateful that our savior Jesus died on our behalf, otherwise, we would 
stand before God on our own, deserving the just punishment for our sins – eternal separation from 
Him. Even more so, propitiation was God’s idea! He willingly, graciously, compassionately, and 
abundantly sent Jesus to die for sinners! 
 


