
DANIEL 8 – WARREN WIERSBE 
 

I I .  The Vis ion of the Ram and The Goat (8) 

This vision is actually an amplification of 7:6, explaining how Greece will conquer Medo-Persia. We are back 
to the Hebrew language in chapter 8 (to the end of the book; since 2:4, it has been in Chaldean). Chapter 8 
takes place two years after chapter 7 and describes the kingdoms that will follow Babylon after it falls. God 
carried Daniel in a vision to the capital of Persia, the palace in Shushan (see Neh. 1:1). Why Shushan? 
Because Persia would be the next empire. 

The ram  (vv. 3–4) represents Medo-Persia in its conquests (v. 20); the emblem of Persia was a ram. Just 
about the time the ram was through “pushing,” the he goat appeared from the west (v. 5) and leaped 
swiftly to where the ram was standing. This ram had two horns, one higher than the other, symbolizing 
the Medes and the Persians, with the Persians the stronger. The he goat had one great horn—Alexander 
the Great. Now, the he goat attacked the ram, broke the two horns, and became very great (vv. 7–8). 
This represents Greece’s victory over Medo-Persia. But then we see the great horn broken (Alexander’s 
death) and four horns taking its place (the four generals who divided his kingdom and ruled over it). 

But here comes a “little horn” again. We met a “little horn” back in 7:8, and now we have another one. 
The “little horn” in 7:8 represented the Antichrist, the world ruler of the final world empire before the return 
of Christ to earth. But this “little horn” in 8:9 comes out from one of the four horns; that is, he is a leader 
who comes out of one of the four divisions of Alexander’s kingdom. So, this “little horn” is not the Antichrist 
of the “latter days,” although he has a definite connection with him. This “little horn” conquers nations to the 
south and east (Egypt, Persia), and then invades Palestine (“the pleasant land”). He not only attacks the Jews 
politically, but also religiously; for he tries to destroy their faith (v. 10) by stopping the sacrifices in the temple 
(vv. 11–12). Verse 13 tells us that he will set up “the transgression of desolation” in the temple and defile the 
temple for 2,300 days. Who was this man? History names him: Antiochus Epiphanes, a wicked leader who 
came out of Syria, one of the four divisions of Alexander’s empire. He invaded Palestine and set up a statue 
to Jupiter in the temple. He even went so far as to sacrifice a pig on the Jewish altar and sprinkle its blood 
around the courts. Imagine how the orthodox Jews felt about this. History tells us that the temple lay 
desolate until Dec. 25, 165 B.C., when the Jewish patriot, Judas Maccabeus, rededicated the temple and 
cleansed it. The total number of days between desecration and dedication was 2,300. 

But this does not exhaust the vision’s meaning. In vv. 17–26, the interpreting angel makes it clear that the 
vision reaches to the time of the end, the closing years of Jewish history. Antiochus Epiphanes is but an 
illustration, a foretaste, of the Man of Sin, the Antichrist, the “little horn” of 7:8. Verse 23 calls him “a king of 
fierce countenance.” This man will make an agreement to protect the Jews for seven years (9:27), but in the 
middle of this period he will break his promise, invade Palestine, and set himself up as world dictator. See vv. 
24–25, 2 Thes. 2:1–12, and Rev. 13. He will take away the daily sacrifices in the temple, set up his own 
image (this is “the abomination of desolation” of Matt. 24:15), and force the world to worship and obey him. 
Verse 25 tells us he will use craft and lies to accomplish his purposes. He will even stand up against Christ, 
the Prince of princes. But this will be a losing battle. He shall be broken “without hand” (see 2:34), defeated 
at the Battle of Armageddon (Rev. 19). No wonder Daniel was overwhelmed. And so ought we to be as we 
consider the amazing prophecies of the Word of God.1 
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