
Daniel 4 – Warren Wiersbe  

This chapter is an official Babylonian document, written by the king himself. It is the story of his conversion, 
and what a story it is. Keep in mind that it was written seven years after the experience itself, so that vv. 1–3 
and 37 are Nebuchadnezzar’s public testimony of what God did to him and for him. We will consider those 
verses at the end of our study. Now for the account of the king’s dream. 

I. The Dream Received (4:4–18) 

It was at a time of peace and prosperity that God sent this dream to the king, for this dream was really a divine 
warning to him that his sins were going to catch up with him at last. He was secure, but it was a false security, 
similar to the one Jesus pictured in the Parable of the Rich Farmer (Luke 12:15–21). It is when this wicked 
world is resting in “peace and safety” that God’s judgment will fall (1 Thes. 5:3). The only true safety and rest is 
in Jesus Christ. 

The dream was this: he saw a huge tree that overshadowed the entire earth, with the birds and animals 
taking refuge under it, and he heard an angelic voice say, “Cut down the tree.” The tree was cut down, but the 
stump was left in the wet grass, with a band of iron about it, for “seven times.” Needless to say, the king was 
greatly disturbed by this dream, especially since he had received another dream in the early years of his 
kingdom, and it dealt with the future of his reign. 

The king summoned his wise men, but they were unable to explain the dream. Remember their boast in 
chapter 2: “Show us the dream and we will explain it.” Well, the king did show them this dream but they could 
not explain it. The worldly-wise make their boast of great wisdom, but they cannot understand or explain the 
things of God (1 Cor. 2:14–15). The king knew that only one man could solve the problem—Daniel, the man of 
God. So he called Daniel to his throne and related to him the dream that had perplexed him. Nebuchadnezzar 
had power, riches, and glory, but he was unable to unlock the future. The poorest Christian is far richer than 
he, because in the Word we have God’s program for the future. 

II. The Dream Revealed (4:19–27) 

God used Daniel to be a “light in the darkness,” for He revealed to him the meaning of the dream. But the 
revelation struck the prophet dumb for an hour. That must have been the longest hour of waiting in the king’s 
history. It was plain to Daniel that the message of the dream was a sobering one. He did not take it lightly or 
deliver it in a careless fashion. A true prophet is always in sympathy with his message; he feels the burden of it 
and delivers God’s Word faithfully. Many people have the idea that spiritual wisdom and knowledge always lead 
to joy and witness, when sometimes they lead to sorrow and silence. See Dan. 10:1–3 for Daniel’s reaction to 
the truth about the seventy years of captivity. 

The explanation is not difficult to grasp. The tree represented Nebuchadnezzar and his great kingdom (vv. 
20–22). God often uses the figure of a tree to picture a kingdom; Ezek. 31 is an example, and so is Matt. 13:31–
32. A tree is a good symbol of an earthly kingdom because it is rooted in the earth and depends on the earth 
for its food and stability. The other nations that looked to Babylon for protection and provision are pictured by 
the beasts and birds lodging in and under the tree. Certainly Babylon had become a great and powerful 
kingdom. But it was not for Nebuchadnezzar to boast, because God had given him his throne and his kingdom. 
That was the lesson the monarch was to learn the hard way. 

“The watcher and holy one” is an angel of God, appointed to work in the kingdom of Babylon. Daniel 10:4–20 
informs us that the angels are very active in the affairs of the nations of the world. The angel announced, “Cut 
down the tree—get King Nebuchadnezzar off the throne.” What an experience the king would have! He would 



actually cease to live like a man and would live like a beast for seven years. The tree would be cut down, and 
the iron band would restrain its growth, but the judgment would not be permanent. After seven years, 
Nebuchadnezzar would become human again, his reason would return, and he would ascend his throne in 
great glory. 

Why was God working this way in the king’s life? To teach him humility. You will remember that in the 
king’s “image dream” he was pictured as the head of gold; and in chapter 3, the king had made an entire image 
of gold to attract worship and praise to himself. God would show this proud monarch that he was actually a 
beast at heart. In fact, in chapter 7, Daniel will have a vision that shows that all the empires are nothing but wild 
beasts. Daniel warned the king to repent and change his ways. “Break off your sins,” he begged, “and perhaps 
the Lord will give you forgiveness and time to serve Him.” After all, God had spoken to the king on two 
different occasions—the dream of chapter 2 and the furnace episode of chapter 3—and it is dangerous to turn 
a deaf ear to God. 

III. The Dream Realized (4:28–36) 

It happened as Daniel said. God gave Nebuchadnezzar a whole year to consider the warning and turn from his 
sins, but the king paid no heed. In fact, he became more and more proud of his achievements. See Ecc. 8:11 
and Prov. 29:1. But there came a day when judgment fell and the true beastly nature of the king was revealed 
for all to see. Men drove him from his palace and he lived for seven years like a beast of the field, eating grass 
like the oxen. When God wants to humble a proud king, He can do it quickly and thoroughly. 

This did not last forever. After seven years, Nebuchadnezzar was converted. The first step (the king tells 
us) was, “I lifted my eyes to heaven” (v. 34, NKJV). It is too bad he had not looked to heaven long before this. “I 
blessed God—I praised God.” That certainly sounds like a man whose life has been changed by faith in the 
Lord. The king had learned his lesson: he was nothing and God was everything. Read vv. 34–35 to see how 
much practical doctrine Nebuchadnezzar learned through this humbling experience. How tragic that the proud 
rulers of this present world fail to see they are nothing and God is everything. Verse 17 (NKJV) states the lesson 
clearly: “The Most High rules in the kingdom of men …” 

Now back to vv. 1–3. Here is the mighty dictator addressing all the peoples of the world and sending them 
peace. Nebuchadnezzar certainly was not known for his peaceful activities, because he was a cruel man of war. 
Verse 1 reads almost like a NT epistle from Peter or Paul. Note how in vv. 2–3 he gives all the glory to God 
and ascribes greatness to the Lord. This, again, was very unlike this heathen dictator; just seven years before he 
had been saying, “Is not this great Babylon that I have built?” He was boasting about his power and his majesty, 
with not a syllable of praise or gratitude to God. Well, all that is changed now; the king writes an official 
document giving personal witness to what God has done for him. Verse 37 is the grand climax: “I praise and 
extol and honor”—not Nebuchadnezzar—“the King of heaven” and “those that walk in pride He is able to 
abase.” Do we not have in this chapter a foreview of what will happen to the nations in the latter days? Just 
about the time they will be boasting of their greatness and glory, God will send seven years of awful judgment 
upon them and bring them low. Then, at the end of that Tribulation period, Christ will return to earth and 
establish His kingdom. The nations that have trusted Him will enter into the glorious kingdom; the others will 
be cast out. Like Nebuchadnezzar, the believers will be converted from their pride and unbelief and will enjoy 
the blessing of God.1 
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