
Daniel  3 – Warren Wiersbe 
 
What a dramatic story this is! Imagine three Jewish men daring to defy the ruler of the world, and daring to be 
different from the thousands of people in Babylon! Though this event took place over 2,000 years ago in far-off 
Babylon, it has lessons for us today. 
 
I .  The Pract ica l  Lesson 
There is a twenty-year interval between this chapter and the events in chapter 2. As you can see, Nebuchadnezzar’s 
heart has not changed one bit. He admitted in 2:46–47 that Jehovah God was a great God, but this truth never really 
got to his heart. He praised Daniel and Daniel’s God, but he did not repent of his sins and trust in Him. As a result, 
the king tried to force the entire empire to be idol-worshipers, which, in the long run, actually meant worshiping the 
king. After all, was he not the “head of gold” in the image he saw in his dream? (2:38) Then why not make an entire 
image of gold (probably wood covered with gold) and glorify the king even more? This is the way the human heart 
operates when God is not honored: man glorifies himself and tries to make everybody worship him. 
 
Naturally, the three Jewish officers could not follow the king’s orders. Romans 13 tells believers to obey rulers and 
laws, but Acts 5:29 and 4:19 make it clear that no Christian is to disobey the Lord by obeying the government. When 
the government tries to control our conscience and tell us how to worship, we obey God rather than human beings, 
regardless of the cost. It was not easy for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego to stand their ground as everybody else 
bowed down when the music played, but they refused to budge. Some of the other wise men (v. 8) took this as an 
opportunity to accuse the Jews, and the king was enraged when he heard that his decree had been disobeyed. 
Knowing that the three men were good men (and friends of Daniel), he gave them another chance, but they 
remained firm. They would rather burn than turn! So, into the furnace they went, bound with their own clothing.  
 
Three promises stand out in this story: 
 
A. The promise of persecution. 
Christians should expect the furnace of persecution if they are wholly dedicated to Christ. “Think it not strange 
concerning the fiery trial which is to try you” (1 Peter 4:12ff). The world hates us, and Satan sees to it that the furnace 
gets “stoked up” seven times hotter. Of course, the three Jews could have made excuses and gone along with the 
crowd. Instead, they stood with one another and with the Lord, trusting God to glorify Himself either by their life or 
by their death. Christian, expect persecution; God promised it (Phil. 1:29; John 15:18–20). 
 
B. The promise of preservation. 
God will never forsake His own when they go through the fiery trial. He may not keep us out of the furnace, but He 
will go with us and bring us through for His glory. Read Isa. 43:2 for God’s promise to you. When the king looked 
into the furnace, he saw four men—and one of them was Jesus Christ. Christ walked with them; He loosed their 
bonds; He kept them from being harmed; in fact, they did not even smell of the fire when they came out (v. 27). The 
secret? Their faith—Heb. 11:30–34. 
 
C. The promise of promotion. 
These men were actually better off for having gone through the fire. For one thing, it gave them opportunity to walk 
with Christ and suffer with Him. It is worth danger and trial to know how near the Lord can be to us. The fire set 
them free from their bonds, just as suffering for Christ today gives us joyful liberty from sin and the world. Their 
experience glorified God before others (1 Cor. 6:19–20), and the king promoted them and gave them honors. First 
the suffering, then the glory (see 1 Peter 5:1, 10–11). 
 
I I .  The Doctr inal  Lesson 
In the Bible, “Babylon” is more than a city or an empire; it represents a system. It is God’s name for Satan’s system in 
this world. Babylon started in Gen. 10:10; it was the work of Nimrod, that “mighty rebel against the Lord.” Babylon 



stands for our rebellion against the Lord and our substitutes for what the Lord gives us. In Gen. 11 we see Babel in its 
rebellion against God, a human attempt at worldwide unity politically and religiously. This is what Nebuchadnezzar 
wanted to accomplish with his great image; he wanted to unify his kingdom under one government and one religion. 
But this whole scheme was man-centered; there was no place for God at all. And it centered around gold. This 
whole Babylonian system is Satan’s counterfeit, opposing God’s truth, and seeking to capture the hearts, minds, and 
bodies of people. Actually, the name “bab-el” means “the gate of God.” It pretends to be the way to heaven. In truth, 
it is the way to hell. We see the final development of this false system in Revelation 17–18, the material, cultural, and 
religious systems of the world all united in one world federation. God will permit this “one world” system to grow, 
and then He will destroy it once for all. It is important that you know the difference between God’s truth and Satan’s 
lies, between true Christianity and Satan’s “religions.” True believers are not to be a part of this worldly system (Rev. 
18:4–5). Like the three Hebrew men, we must take our stand against Babylon and bear witness to the truth of God’s 
Word1 
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