
DANIEL 2 – OUTLINE AND COMMENTARY,  WIERSBE 
 
I .  Daniel ’s  Peri l  (2:1–13) 
When Nebuchadnezzar first came to Jerusalem to conquer, he was not yet king; he was acting for his father, 
Nabopolassar, back in Babylon. This accounts for the seeming contradiction between the three years of training for 
Daniel in 1:5 and the “second year” of the king’s reign in 2:1. Once again archaeology has proved the Bible true. The 
king was concerned about his future (see v. 29) and whether or not his kingdom would last. God gave him a dream 
describing the future, but he could not understand it. In fact, he forgot it! Christians have the Holy Spirit to teach and 
remind them (John 14:26). The “fake” magicians and wise men were really on the spot, for the king wanted not only 
an interpretation of the dream, but also a description of it! Any man could “invent” an interpretation, but it was 
impossible for them to describe a dream they had never seen. They tried to “stall for time” (v. 8), hoping the king 
would “change his mind” (v. 9). Instead, the king ordered all the wise men to be slain, and that included Daniel and his 
three friends. Satan is a murderer (John 8:44); he would certainly have been happy to see Daniel killed. 
 
I I .  Daniel ’s  Prayer and Praise (2:14–23) 
We must admire the courage of Daniel, for he faced the chief executioner boldly, and even went right in to see the 
king. “The righteous are bold as a lion” (Prov. 28:1). God overruled in these conversations (Prov. 21:1), and the king 
gave Daniel time, even though he had refused to give the other wise men time. Daniel and his three friends knew 
what to do; they spent the next hours in fervent prayer to God. “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God” 
(James 1:5). “Ask, and it shall be given you” (Matt. 7:7). And God revealed the dream and its meaning to Daniel in the 
hours of the night. Read Prov. 3:32 and Ps. 25:14 to see why Daniel was given this privilege. Instead of rushing to the 
king, or boasting of his new wisdom, Daniel paused to praise the Lord. And you will note in vv. 25–30 that Daniel 
gave all the glory to God; he took none of it for himself. There is no limit to what God will do for the believer who 
will let God have all the glory. 
 
I I I .  Daniel ’s  Prophecy (2:24–45) 
The prophet went to the chief executioner and told him not to slay the other wise men. They deserved death, of 
course, and it would have exalted Daniel’s position had they been removed, but Daniel was not a man with hatred 
for his enemies. Only eternity will reveal how many lost people have been saved from physical harm by the presence 
and intercession of a believer. Then Daniel told the king the contents of his forgotten dream. The king had been 
worried about the future of his kingdom (v. 29), so God gave him a vision of the kingdoms to come. He saw a huge 
statue of a man: the head was of gold, the breast and arms of silver, the belly and thigh of copper or bronze (but not 
brass, which was not known at that time), the legs of iron, and the feet of iron and clay. He also saw a stone come 
down upon the feet and crush the entire image into powder. Then the stone grew and filled the whole earth like a 
great mountain. 
 
Verse 28 tells us that the full meaning is for the “latter days.” Each metal represented a different kingdom: Babylon was 
the head of gold (v. 38); it would be followed by the Medo-Persian kingdom, the breast and arms of silver; then 
would come Greece, the belly and thigh of bronze; Rome would follow as the two legs of iron (and the Roman 
Empire did divide into Eastern and Western parts). The feet of iron and clay (a brittle mixture) represented the 
kingdoms at the end times, a continuation of the Roman Empire divided into ten kingdoms (the ten toes). Of course, 
the final “human kingdom” on earth will be that of the Antichrist during the last part of the Tribulation. How will it all 
end? Christ, the Stone (Matt. 21:44), will suddenly appear and smite the nations of the world, setting up His own 
worldwide kingdom of power and glory. 
 
This image, then, is a picture of world history. You can see that the materials in it decrease in weight (from gold to 
clay) so that the statue is top-heavy and easily pushed over. Men and women think that human civilization is so strong 
and enduring; really it is resting on brittle feet of clay. Note too that the value decreases: from gold to silver to bronze 
to iron to clay. Is mankind getting “better and better” as time goes on? No! Human civilization is actually getting 
cheaper and weaker. There is also a decrease in beauty and glory (gold is certainly more beautiful than iron mixed 



with clay); and there is a decrease in strength (from gold to clay) as we approach the end of human history. Each of 
the successive kingdoms had its own strengths, of course, and Rome exercised a tremendous military power, but 
through history civilization will become weaker and weaker. This explains why the Antichrist will be able to organize a 
worldwide dictatorship: nations will be so weak they will demand a dictator just to be able to survive. 
 
Each of these kingdoms had a different form of government. Babylon was ruled by an absolute monarch, a dictator 
(see 5:19). The Medo-Persian empire had a king, but he worked through princes and established laws (see 6:1–3—
and remember the “law of the Medes and the Persians” in Esther 1:19). Greece operated through a king and an 
army, and Rome was supposed to be a republic, but it was actually a rule of the military through laws. When you 
come to the iron and clay, you have our present governments: the iron represents law and justice, the clay 
represents mankind, and together they make up democracy. What is the strength of democracy? Law. What is its 
weakness? Human nature. We are seeing today that lawlessness comes when human nature refuses to be bound by 
God’s order and laws. 
 
This entire picture is not a very optimistic one. Nebuchadnezzar saw that his own kingdom would fall one day and be 
replaced by the Medes and Persians. This happened in 538 B.C. (Dan. 5:30–31). The Medes and Persians would be 
conquered by the Greeks about 330 B.C.; and Greece would give way to Rome. The Roman Empire outwardly 
would disappear, but its laws, philosophies, and institutions would continue until this very day, taking us down to the 
“feet of clay.” The only hope for this world is the return of Christ. When He comes to the earth, it will be to conquer 
the nations (Rev. 19:11ff) and to establish His own glorious kingdom. 
 
IV. Daniel ’s  Promotion (2:46–49) 
The king kept his promise (v. 6) and gave honors and gifts to Daniel, who did not want to receive them since he was 
anxious that God alone receive the glory. Daniel was honored and promoted because he was faithful to God, and not 
because he compromised his convictions. He sat in the gate, which was the place of authority. Lot also sat in the gate 
(Gen. 19:1), but this was because he had compromised and moved out of God’s will—and he lost everything! Note 
that Daniel did not keep the honors for himself, but asked that his three friends also share the promotion (v. 49). The 
more we see of this man, the more we love him for his unselfishness and humility. 
We shall meet these same kingdoms again in chapter 7. There they will be pictured as wild beasts, because that is 
what God sees when he looks at human history. God is not impressed with gold, silver, and bronze. He sees the 
human heart, and he knows that the kingdoms of the world are full of violence and sin. From humanity’s point of 
view, earthly kingdoms are like metal—durable and strong; from God’s point of view, they are ferocious beasts that 
must be slain. Daniel had perfect confidence and peace because he knew God’s plan for the future. The Christian 
today who knows God’s Word and believes it will also have peace.1 
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