
LEADER DISCUSSION GUIDE                         

              

City Groups exist as an extension of our Sunday gatherings, providing an environment for spiritual formation through 
intentional study, prayer, and fellowship, to equip Christ followers to make disciples. 

 
The Unsaved Christian: SUNDAY SERIES 

Christianity without Christ: SERMON FOCUS 
 

DISCUSSION FOCUS 
Read (Primary Text): Matthew 7:21-23  
Supporting Texts: Psalm 6:4; Psalm 37:4; Psalm 101:4; Luke 13:25-27; John 3:3-5; John 14:15-24; 
Matthew 28:19-20; Colossians 1:15-23; Hebrews 1:1-4; Hebrews 2:5-18; Hebrews 4:14-15; Hebrews 
10:19-23; Hebrews 12:1-2; James 2:18-26 
 

MAIN IDEA: Christians are those who love Jesus and keep his commands 
 

STARTER QUESTIONS 

What’s something that’s in your home that if removed would change it the most?  

What’s essential for barbecue to be barbecue? The meat? The sauce? How it’s prepared? 

 
OBSERVE 

In Matthew 7:21, what characterizes the one who will inherit the “kingdom of heaven?” They will 
keep the will of the Father.  

 
In 7:22-23, what does Jesus imply of those who will inherit the kingdom of heaven? They are those 
that know and are known by Jesus 

 
What does John 14:15-24 say about love of Jesus and obedience to Jesus’ teaching? Those that love 
Jesus will keep his commandments. He emphasizes the relationship between obedience and love. 
 

INTERPRET 

How can we know the “will of the Father?” Through the studying, understanding, and applying the 

scriptures. 

 
In this passage Jesus connects those who “do the will of his Father” and those who know and are 
known by Jesus. How does this illuminate what the “will of the Father is?” These are connected. We 
can understand that the will of the Father is to know Jesus and to make him known in the world. Put another 
way, we understand the will of the Father through the word and work of Jesus. 

 
What do you think it means to “know Jesus?” How do texts like John 14:15-24 & Hebrews 4:14-15 
help us make sense of this? Those that know Jesus love him and keep his commandments (John 14:15-24), 
and Jesus is the one who secures our hope of salvation. He is the only one faithful (Hebrews 4:14-15 & 
Hebrews 10:19-23). He will deliver his followers (those that know and love him). 

 
RESPOND 
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Are you more inclined to focus loving Jesus or outward obedience? Why is emphasizing one over the 
other problematic? Love and obedience go together. See James 2:18-26, Matthew 28:19-20, & John 14:15-

24. 

 
Jesus wants to know us and us to know him. The result of this is our worship of Jesus for what he 
has accomplished for us rather than our mere admiration of him. How are you prone to admire 
Jesus rather than worship him? 
 
APPLY 

If a friend asks you, “why are you a Christian” what would you say? How about if they asked you, 
“how do you know you’re a Christian?” How does Jesus fit into your answer? 
 
What does it mean to have Christ at the center of Christianity? 

 
 
 
 


	DISCUSSION FOCUS
	MAIN IDEA: Christians are those who love Jesus and keep his commands

