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City Groups exist as an extension of our Sunday gatherings, providing an environment for spiritual formation through 
intentional study, prayer, and fellowship, to equip Christ followers to make disciples. 

 
Jack & Jill: SUNDAY SERIES 

God’s Design: SERMON FOCUS 
 

DISCUSSION FOCUS 
Read (Primary Text): Matthew 19:1-9  
Supporting Texts: Genesis 1:26–31; Genesis 2:18–24; Deuteronomy 24:1-4; Hosea 3:1-5; Malachi 2:15-
16; Matthew 5:31; Matthew 22:29-33; Mark 10:1-10; 1 Corinthians 6:15-20; Ephesians 5:22-33; 
Colossians 1:16-17; Revelation 19:6-10 
 

MAIN IDEA: God made marriage to show the world his love for his people. 
 

STARTER QUESTIONS 

Whose marriage do you admire? Why? 
 
What’s something you’ve learned about marriage or relationships recently? 

 

OBSERVE 

In Matthew 19:4-6, how does Jesus respond to the question of the Pharisees who were “testing 
him?” What scripture does he appeal to (give chapter and verse)? {He appeals to the creation of man 
and woman in Genesis 1:27 & 2:18-24} 

 
Jesus adds a phrase to his reference of Genesis 1:27 & 2:24. What is it? {“Therefore, what God has 

joined together, let no one separate.”} 
 
Again, responding to the Pharisees, Jesus appeals to the way marriage was intended by God “from 
the beginning.” What does he say the intention of marriage is? Why did God allow for divorce 
amongst his people? {Marriage is not to be broken. God has joined man and woman together in marriage. It 

was because of “hardness of heart” toward the Lord that God through Moses allowed for divorce} 
 
Jesus has a rhythm to what he says here. As we’ve seen, he cites scripture from Genesis, gives 
reasons for Moses’ qualification of the Law in Deuteronomy 24:1-4. Then, at the end of this 
interaction with the Pharisees, he cites a specific authority. How does verse 9 begin? {“And I say to 
you…”} 
 

INTERPRET 

Do you think it is significant that Jesus adds the phrase “Therefore, what God has joined together, 
let no one separate” to his quotation of Genesis 1:27 & 2:24? Why or why not? 
 
Jesus clarifies why Moses gave an accommodation in the Law. Why was he capable of doing this? 
How does Colossians 1:16-17 help us understand this? {2 reasons: 1) It’s clear he knew the scriptures, 2) 

He was there when the first marriage was instituted} 
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Why do you think Jesus is so concerned with marriage being lifelong? What does it show us about 
God and his relationship to his people? {Jesus is concerned with the marriages of God’s people as they 

point to him and God’s relationship with his people [See Hosea 3:1-5; Malachi 2:15-16; & Ephesians 5:22-23]}  
How do we understand our marriages in light of Revelation 9:6-10? {Our marriages point to a 
greater reality—the marriage supper of the Lamb—where Christ will one day be united with his bride} 

 
RESPOND 

How does this develop your understanding of marriage and relationships? 
 

How are you inclined to worship our Lord for what he has established in marriage and accomplished 
through the Gospel to which marriage points? {He’s entrusted us with a real picture of how he relates to 
his people. In the Gospel Jesus has cleansed his bride of his sin [think Hosea 3:1-5]. He did not give us a 
certificate of divorce because of our sin, but instead left his throne to save us—his bride.} 
 
APPLY 

Based on the texts and questions above, what should bring us contentment in our relationships? 
 
How should we orient our marriages and relationships around the kingdom of God? 
 
What does it look like to serve the church through our marriages? 
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